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TRANSCRIPT
Willie plans to build a free hospital, and has Jack ask Adam Stanton to be the director. Jack goes to Anne Stanton for help convincing Adam to take the position, and discovers Anne and Willie's affair.
Jack plans to finish his book on Cass Mastern, and he begins to relate more and more to Cass.
1936:
Flashback to when Jack and Willie are driving to Mason City- Willie is already governor and takes pictures with his family
1922:
Willie's flashback to when he was Mason County Treasurer, trying to push a bond issue for a new school to be built- he becomes a hero when the contractor's bad work causes a tragic accident with the school's fire escape
Tiny Duffy approaches Willie to run for governor. Soon after, Willie discovers he was being used, and he starts heavily drinking and making highly emotional speeches that really reach out to the people, causing him to win the next election.
Willie needs Jack to use the "dirt" on Judge Irwin to stop Tom's blackmailers, so Jack goes back to Burden's Landing to try and get an explanation from Irwin, but the Judge shoots himself.
Tiny Duffy calls Adam Stanton, telling him Willie only wants him to have the directorship because of Willie's affair with Anne, and Willie will revoke his position.
1933:
Jack has a flashback to times living with his mother. His relationship with her is very distant.
Jack and Willie go to Burden's Landing to try and convince Judge Irwin to revoke his endorsement of a rival political figure- this is unsuccessful, so Willie tells Jack to dig up some dirt
Willie's wounds become infected and he dies. Lucy has adopted the possible child of Tom and Sibyl, and named the child Willie Stark.
Jack has a flashback to when he first met Willie, before Willie was so heavily involved and corrupted by politics
Willie is extremely unfaithful to Lucy. He has affairs with Sadie Burke, Anne Stanton, an exotic skater, and another random woman. (He is falling deeper into corruption)
Jack goes on a road trip to California, and flashes back to his childhood romance with Anne (exposing his feelings for her), and his marriage to Lois
Blackmailers tell Willie that Tom may have gotten a girl pregnant, and Willie is forced to give up the contract to protect Tom
Jack goes to Burden's landing, reestablishes his relationship with Anne, and they are later married, with Ellis Burden living with them.
Infuriated, Adam shoots Willie.
Only moments later, Sugar-Boy kills Adam, and Tom's attempted treatment was unsuccessful, so he dies, too.
Jack continues his investigation of Judge Irwin and finds that the Judge and Governor Stanton were involved in a case of corrupt politics which drove a man to suicide
Time Shift to the Cass Mastern story (Jack's distant relative)
Shortly after, Jack's mother tells him that Judge Irwin was Jack's real father. Tom has a football accident, paralyzing him, and Willie takes back the contract.
Jack's develops the theory of The Great Twitch (life is all about impulses, nothing effects anything else, and essentially, nothing really matters).
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