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Jalan Whitehead
English 1001

FINDING A SUBJECT

The Five Commandments for Finding a (Good) Subject

1. Never say, "l don't have anything to write about." You do have
something to write about. Your life is not boring. You only think it is.
You have lived at least eighteen years by now. Something interesting has

happened to you.

2. Write about something you are interested in and informed about.

3. If you are interested in something, but are not informed about it, you
must be willing to research it. (Yes, that means the library!)

4. You must write about something an audience would be interested in
reading about. (If you can find someone interested in reading about the sex
life of a boa constrictor, fine!)

5. Learn how to narrow a subject.

Exercise 1: Interest inventory*

What are you interested in? Take ten or fifteen minutes to list a few
items for each of these (very) general categories. Don't just sit and think.
Brainstorm. Write whatever pops into your head.

a. friends i. sports

b. enemies j- university life

C. people you admire k. books

d. special places m. music

e. fond memories n. film

f. not-so-fond memories 0. what matters most
g. worries

h. strange-but-true stories

*This list is borrowed from Stephen Judy's article " The Experiential

Approach” in Eight Approaches.



Learning to Narrow a General Subject

Sports is a general subject. Volumes of books have been written about
sports. There is no possible way you could say anything meaningful about
such a general subject in a 500-700 word essay. What follows is a
subject spectrum in which a general subject is narrowed, then narrowed
again and again until it is narrow enough for a freshman composition
essay.

General ' Specific

sports football LSU LSU Hodson's Hodson's
football quarterback football 1988

- Tommy career football

Hodson season

Isn't it amazing how narrow a general subject can become? | could have
narrowed this subject even further by talking about Hodson's playing in the
1988 LSU-Tulane game. However, | thought that might be a bit too narrow.
The wonderful aspect of creating a subject spectrum is that you can

always move to the next less specific topic if your topic proves to be too
narrow to provide enough information for your paper.

Exercise 2: Practicing Narrowing Subjects
Create a subject spectrum for each of the following subjects. Narrow
them as much as you can.

a. The Olympics e. Shakespeare
b. horror movies f. popular music
¢. holidays g. college dorms
d. my best friend h. money

Exercise 3: Finding Your Own Subjects :
Choose five subjects from the list you created in exercise 1. Choose ones
you are especially interested in and informed about. Create a subject
spectrum for these subjects.

Congratulations! You have found some limited subjects. The next step is to
create a thesis so that your subject will work in the kind of paper you are
writing (i.e. informative, evaluative).



‘Liggett/English 1001
SHOF NOT TELL TINE ;

Remernber shov and tell time in elementary school? It wasn't
eaough to stand up and tell about the sea shells you collected on the
teach over spring vacation; you had to wrap each one in kleenex, pack
them in a skoe hox, carry thea carefully to school, pass them around,
and let other students investigate them in order to share your
experience and to keep rour audience's attention. The same principle
applies in writing. 1If you want to get your point across, you must
rot only tell your readers what you are thinking, but you must show
them as well. Consider the followvingy example:

In "Graduation in Stamps,™ Maya Anjelou wvants her readers to
understand the shame and frustration that she felt for her race during
the ceresony. She doesn't tell her readers this; she shows thea:

The man's dead words fell like bricks arouni tbhe
auditorium and too many settled in my belly. Constrained
by hard-learned manners I couldn't look behind me, but to
ay left and right the proud graduating class of 1940 had
dropped their heads. Every girl in ay rowv had found
something new to 4o with her handkerchief. Some folded the
tiny squares into love knots, some into triangles, but
most vere vadding them, then pressing them flat on their
yellov laps.

e vere maids and farmers, handymsen and vasherwosmen,
and anything higher that we aspired to vas farciacal and
presuaptuous.

Your personal experience essay vill be much better if you too
SHOW more than you TELL. For example, one student vho vas re-creating
a favorite memory told about having her first cigarette: "I slowly
sucked the stick and felt a warm sensation fill my chest. A cbhill ran
down ay spine as I smiled and exhaled.” An alert reader will
challeange the writer om two points: Did the smoker experieunce no
discomfort? 1Is there not a better way to shov hov she felt than to
rely on the cliche, ™a chkill ran down ay srine®?

The writer took the challenge and rewrote her description this
way: *I slowly lifted ay cigarette until it touched my lips. I sucked
the stick and a cloud of warm smoke filled my chest. Suddenly I felt
mauseated and my chest felt like a boab ready to explode. I spit the
sacke out and coughed. My eyes began to water, but I managed a grin."

Nov you try it. Develop 3 of these sentences into well written
Faragraphs in which you shov more than tell the point you are making.
The original sentence should not appear in your paragraph.

The concert was fantastic. By family and I are close.
She has a nice personality. Traveling is a lot of fun.
LSU students have school spirit. I was so esbarrassed.
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6
THESIS EXERCISES

What a Thesis Is Not

Not a Title

A title can often give the reader some notion of what the thesis is going to be, but it is not the thesis itself. The thesis itself, as presented in
the thesis statement, does not suggest the main idea-it is the main idea. Remember, too, that a thesis statement will always be a complex
sentence; there is no other way to make a statement.

TITLE: NOT A THESIS I THESIS STATEMENT

Home and Schools Parents ought to participate more in the education of
their children.

James Cagney: Hollywood Great James Cagney was one of the greatest actors ever to
appear in movies.

Inflation and Old Age Continuing inflation makes it almost impossible to
plan intelligently for one's retirement.

'A Shattering Experience My first visit to the zoo was a shattering experience.

IThe Fad of Divorce /Too many people get divorced for trivial reasons.

Not an Announcement of the Subject

A thesis takes a stand. It expresses an attitude toward the subject. It is not the subject itself.

1 ANNOUNCEMENT: NOT A THESIS ! THESIS STATEMENT
My subject is the incompetence of Professor X. |Professor X is an incompetent teacher.
I want to share some thoughts with you about our Our space program is a waste of money.

space program.

The many unforeseen ?)&)Blems T encountered when I |1 encountered many unforeseen problems when I
went camping are the topic of this theme. went camping.

This paper will attempt to tell you something about The Grand Cényon was even more magnificent that [
the emotions I felt on viewing the Grand Canyon. had imagined. ;

The thesis of this paper is the difficulty of solVing our ;{Solving our environmental problems ismore |
environmental problems. _ v difficult than many environmentalists believe.

Not a Statement of Absolute Fact

A thesis makes a judgment of interpretation. There's no way to spend a whole paper supporting a statement that needs to support.
FACT: NOT A THESIS

« Jane Austin is the author if Pride and Prejudice.
The capitol of California is Sacramento.

Suicide is the deliberate taking of one's own life.
President Lincoln's first name was Abraham.
The planet closest to the sun is Mercury.

What a Good Thesis Is

It's possible to have a one-sentence statement of an idea and still not have a thesis that can be supported effectively. What characterizes a
good thesis?

A good thesis is restricted.

In certain respects, devising a thesis statement as you plan your paper can sometimes be a way in itself of limiting, or restricting, your
subject even further. A paper supporting the thesis that Professor X is incompetent, besides taking a stand on its subject, has far less
territory to cover than a paper on Professor X in general. Thesis statements themselves, however, may not always have been sufficiently
narrowed down. A good thesis deals with restricted, bite-size issues rather than issues that would require a lifetime to discuss intelligently.
The more restricted the thesis, the better the chances are for supporting it fully.

10of3 09/07/2000 3:17 PM
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POOR | BETTER

iThe world is 1n a terrible mess. §§Trade barriers contribute to international tensions.

People are too selfish. Human selfishness is seen at its worst during rush
hour.

The American steel industry has problems. The worst problem of the American steel industry is
lack of funds to renovate outdated plants and
equipment.

iCrime must be stopped. §§Our courts should hand out tougher sentences.

A good thesis is unified.

The thesis expresses one major idea about its subject. The tight structural strength of your paper depends on its working to support that one
idea. A good thesis may sometimes include a secondary idea if it is strictly subordinated to the major one, but without that subordination
the writer will have too many important ideas to handle, and the structure of the paper will suffer.

: POOR | BETTER
Detective stories are not a high form of literature, but {Detective stories appeal to the basic human desire for
people have always been fascinated by them, and thrills.

many fine writers have experimented with them.

The new health program is excellent, but it has The new health program should be run only on

several drawbacks, and it should be run only on experimental basis for two or three years.

experimental basis for two or three years.
OR

Despite its general excellence, the new health
program should be run only on an experimental basis
for two or three years.

The Columbus Cavaliers have trouble at the The Columbus Cavaliers should be able to make the
defensive end and linebacker positions, and front- play-offs.

office tensions don't help, but the team should be

able to make the play-offs. OR

Even granting a few troubles, the Columbus Cavaliers
should be able to make the play- offs.

A good thesis is specific.

A satisfactorily restricted and unified thesis may be useless if the idea it commits you to is too vague. "The new World Trade Center is
impressive," for example, could mean anything from impressively beautiful to impressively ugly. With a thesis statement like
"Hemingway's war stories are very good,"” you would probably have to spend so many words defining what on earth "good" means that
there would be no room for anything else. Even when there's no likelihood of conclusion, vague ideas normally come through as so
familiar or dull or universally accepted that the reader sees no point in paying attention to them.

POOR I BETTER _

The World Trade Center is impressive. The World Trade Center is a monument to human
folly.

Hemingway's war stories are very good. Hemingway's war stories helped create a new prose
style.

Drug addiction is a big problem. Drug addiction has caused a dramatic increase in
crimes of violence. :

Our vacation was a tremendous experience. Our vacation enabled us to learn the true meaning of

» sharing. :
My parents are wonderful people. Everything my parents do is based on their loving

concern for the welfare of the family.

Exercises for Review

09/07/2000 3:17 PM
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Your Name: ; o ]

Your e-mail address: : B |

A. Write T next to each thesis statement below. Write N7 if there is no thesis statement.

{} T Q NT 1. I want to tell you about the many defects in the administration's proposals for restructuring the Social
) - Security program.

OT1ONT 2. Al Capone, the Chicago gang leader, was nicknamed "Scarface."

Ot QN 3 Justice delayed is justice denied.

{:} T G NT 4, My thesis asks whether affirmative action prdgrams are just a new form of racism.
OT Q NT 5. It's not only poor people who get government handouts.

O1 Ny 6 How to Grow Prize-Winning Roses.

Ot ONT 7. This paper will examine recent proposals to reinstate the death penalty.

OT ONT 8. My husband is a terrible cook.

OT ONT 9. My husband cooks all the meals for our family.

OTONT 10. Christmas shopping shows that the law of the jungle is still with us.

B. Write G next to each good thesis statement. Write NG next to each statement that is not
sufficiently restricted, unified, or specific, and be prepared to suggest revisions.
{:} G Q NG 1. The history of the United States is dominated by lust for money.

{:} G Q NG 2. Common sense is sometimes the enemy of genius.
O6 OING 3. British and American poets through the centuries have vastly overrated the glories of romantic love.
Q G Q NG 4. Thirst is harder to endure than hunger.

O G Q NG 5. Exercise is a worthwhile activity.

Q G Q NG 6. Jogging can add years to one's life.

O G Q NG 7. Teaching tricks to a dog is easier than most people think.

O G Q NG 8. The way people shake hands can reveal something about their characters.

06 ONG 9. Natural beauty must be preserved, but government agencies often make foolish decisions on this matter,
: ’ and jobs must also be preserved.

Q G OING 10. In Moby Dick, Melville does a very good job.

BACK TO MY HOME PAGE.

09/07/2000 3:17 PM
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KEY CLUB PEESIDENT
®3e'l]l take nominations for president nov."™
*Prent Kelly!"™
®?11lis #Moore!"
*David Carter!™
®0kay, there's the canlidates, nov only vote for one."

I can't believe I aight be president. Only two years
ago 1 came to Sandusky Righ, as scared as could be. I
really vanted to be involved in a club, so I vent to a Key
Club meeting. All the members were popular and they made
real good grades. I madc pretty good grades but for soame
reason I felt inferior to theam. Before the meeting evern
.started I got up and left without being seen. I realized
later that I wvas stupid for mot staying. dell, the next year
rolled around and people vere joining clubs. I thought I
might try again having somewhat overcose ay lack of
self-confidence.

Such to my surprise in mo time I was in the club and
becoming very active. I vas elected secretary that year.
Nov a year later here I am again avaiting the results of the
voting.

*The votes are totaled. Our newv presideat is Ellis
Hoore."

Rell, I really couldn*t believe it. I made it! I vas
really lucky to be president that year becasue we had a real
good meabership. The seniors vere especially active and
willing to work. Our club was a very active one, vith each
seaber taking part in all our projects. %e gained the
respect of the school and community. The club vas asked to
take part inm almost all school eveents such as Romecoaing
and dances. Be vere invited to local Kiavanis and Rotary
Club meetings. Some of our officers were guest at a banjuet
for foramer governor BEdwin Edwarids.

One of our major service projects was that we took two
boys from Boy's Village shopping at Christmas. An area
clothing store stayed open after hours to allow thea to
search for all they needed thoughout the store. Our second
sajor project was a blood drive. The local office of the
Loaisiana Blood Center spent eight hours excepting donations
of a pint of blood froam students, teachers, and some area
citizesn who wished to take part.

1 am very proud to have been associated with such a
fine club. I left Sandusky High with more reszomsibility
and self-confidence than I came to it with. I guess you can
get out of something what you put in it if aot more.



10

By Tep-Year High Schcol Reuznion
by Kathy Sutton

As the mailsan sade his rounds through the Arkamsas Ledroos
community, 1 bheard his brakes squeak at eachb house dovn the street.
little did I kncs that today's mail would eventually change sy
self-image., When I recognized the cliy of my sailbex docr, I told sy
two-year-old to watch her raty sister, then I wert out tc get the mail.
Ancng the kills sas a letter fros Bonpeville High School in Cgden, Utah.
1 would bave usuvally burriea to read a message tros home Lkut insteadq, 1
hesitated. An ispersonal invitation reguested »y presence at the
ten-year class reunich.

Amazed that it bhad indeed been that long, I thought back to wvhen I
was a jupicr in high school and desperately vanted to be a seasber ot the
drill team, the Lakettes. Nct being one of the fopular girls sho were
usually chcsen fci this glamorous status, I bhad to practice faithfully
the routines fcr try-outs. One night while exercising in the liviny
roos, 1 suddenly lecase avare 0f cackels and hocts coming froa the front
yard. Sheer draperies over the picture vindow had not hiddep my erratic
performance fros the neightorhood athletic heroes and the student boay
president, scott leilsen. Iamediately, I crashed to the carget, wishing
it would swvallow se uf, and slowly crawled out of the rocs.

"posay, Nommy!” wailed »y impatient toddlers, bringimg me Lack to
reality. I hugged tltem both and hoped they would mever Lecome objects
of re-ection in their bhigh School years.

By daughters resinded me of my Ltest friend in bhigh school, RoBa
lee. Together we survived those turtulent years ot piaples, blunders,
and unpopularity. Kov I sissed bher deeply and kbeu we'd have a great
time at the reuricn together. I vondered if my classmates had chanjed
and felt anxious to see them again.

lronically, sy busband leroy and 1 bad already sade flans for a
vacation tc Utabh that susmer.

By excitement turmed to 2 feeling Ot desertion when 1 returned to
Otab and learned that Bosa was out of town for the susser.
Reagardless, sy mcther and husband copsidered this a chance for me to
show By classmates that ] vas a successful late blcoser.

All toc soon, tke day of the reuzion arrived. By hcsband
and I drcve to the Elks lodge. The sultry atterpoon wilted my sgirits
along with sy hair and sakeup. Pulling dovn the visor asirror, 1 sawv a
stern, heat-flushed face. Lleroy dido't perceive the disapgroval
€vident in my eyes. 1 boped that no one would knov that my dress wasn't
nev or that my bhair was toc short. Aas feople scurried tcward the door,
I searched eagexrly fcr Vicki, Patty, cr Domna.

The car becaze an oven, forcing us into the crowd. Hy stomach
wrencbed tightly, and I wanted to rup away. The timid high school
girl bad re-emerged ipnside of se. 1 beld Leroy's band tightly as we
valked to tke dccr.

Inside the Elks Lodge, the pungent ssell cf stale beer and thick
cigarette ssoke humny together like smogy. Chattering aroctnd us vere
unchanged vcices that brought back mesories of each face. Their Utah
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draw] clupg to each vword.

The ncisy jrccession of people tottlenecked on the talt 14t
staricase leading to the ballrooa. A boisterous vcice, trom a few steps
ah¢ad, belonged tc ap old crush, Dirk Davis. He was nov surprisingly
guite bald. Dirk's tcne guickly turned to ridicule wben be noticed
louis Lucero in the tallroca proudly wearing ap Air Fcrce snifors. I
knew that upifcrm well. Leroy wore his to work, back in Arkansas, just

as gprecudly.

Believed that Leroy badn't beard Dirk's resarks, I continued to
search the susty lallroos for triends. Paces seesed to fade into the
dusty supbeans speaking through the dark curtairs. MNo ope ventured
avay fros their high schcol clijuves. ™Where were By yccé friends?” I
sadly ttlought. :

leroy left tc buy dripks. He had been a well knwop track
star who sculd bave Leen the life ot the party at bis bigh schcol
reunijor in louisiana. I had flayed the claribvet in the tand while
wanting tc sarch sith the lakettes. 4gain I stood alone among the sase
Fecple vho I opce wanted to accept me.

The prcgras apncuncesent boomed over the lcud speaker, and 1 fouund
leroy just in time tc get seats. Forser hoseccribg gueeens,
cheerleaders, Lakettes, and s;orts heroes were the omes again being
honored. Ncthirg had changed. When the local band drowped cut the
chance fcr turther ccnversation, lercy and I agreed tc leave.

At the door stocd Scott Neilsen looking unexfpectedly average. Ten
years agc I bad pictcred him as governor by now. Despite the dia
lights, I cculd see him clearly apnd tirmly shock his outstretcbed hand.

As lercy and 1 valked to the car, the mounting weight of titternmess
began to litt. Obnce inside, 1 took a long look into the vaisor Birror.
A relaxed tace had replaced the stern ome of befcre. The shy high
school girl had vanished. This time I sav a wvoman who'd lett Utabh to
live in five ditferept states and raise two beavtiful children, often on
bher own. I sas a wosman able to make nev friends at each new plsce.
Finally, I could csee those bigh school beroes tor just wkhat they vere,
ordinary pecple. It didn't matter nov that they bad rejected se. For
the first time, I vas intensly satistied to simjly be me.
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"Blue Moon™

During my eighth grade year at Creekwood Middle School, just north of
Houston, Texas, | enrolled in a Drama Il class simply because | enjoyed the teacher
and had a chance to express my talent of acting a fool without having to face the
consequences of being a "disruptive student." Having moved to the Houston area
only one year earlier, | was constantly on the lookout for opportunities to increase
my popularity. In doing so, | had developed quite a reputation as a class clown,
which sometimes proved to be quite embarrassing.

Mrs. Dumas, my drama teacher, enjoyed my enthusiasm and sense of
humor. | found this to be quite refreshing since most of my other teachers seemed
to despise it. | guess you could say we had some sort of understanding.

The big project for the year was a three act play called Up The Down
Staircase. | won't go into the plot, because | really don't remember much of it. |
do, however, remember the setting because that is where, shall | say, | got caught
with my pants down.

The setting was an inner city, high school classroom. Along the back of the
stage was a wall filled with graffiti, a fake blackboard, and several holes cut in at
different levels. At various times in the play, the principal, whom | played, would
stick his face through one of the holes and give the morning announcements.

One infamous afternoon, Mrs. Dumas had gone to the principal's office for
one reason or another and had left us to rehearse our lines, which of course, we
had no intentions of doing. Having heard the song earlier in the day, one of my
classmates was singing "Blue Moon." Mark, who was a good friend and the
spotlight operator, came up with the brilliant idea that | should go behind the wall
on the stage and stick my bare bottom through one of the holes intended for my
face. Showing someone your bare bottom was termed a "moon"--needless to say.
While my backside was displayed to the rest of the class, Mark was to turn on the
blue spotlight and shine it where the sun usually didn't shine--on my butt. While
all this was going on, Mark would also sing a song that seemed to suit the
occasion, which as you probably guessed was "Blue Moon."

The class definitely got a good laugh, and | was very proud to have caused
it. Then the singing came to an abrupt halt. Wondering why my butt was no
longer funny, | turned around to see what was wrong. After peeking through the
hole, | wished | had not. There on stage, only twenty feet away, was good old
Mrs. Dumas. She was looking directly at me with a very unhappy facial expression
which gave every indication of what she thought of our interpretation of the hit
song.
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I sank down behind the wall and hoisted up my pants as my heart raced and
visions of disciplinary measures flashed through my head. | figured | should go
straight to the principal's office and bypass the embarrassment of a public tongue
thrashing. On second thought, | entered stage right to accept the full
consequences of my actions. Upon doing so, | saw Mrs. Dumas giggling and
shaking her head in a disgusted but amused manner.

Mrs. Dumas never said much about it, though now | wish | knew what she
was thinking at the time. I'm sure she knew what | was thinking, which probably
added to her amusement.

That incident was probably the most embarrassing moment of my life;
however, my performance got great reviews from the student body and raised my
social standing considerably. Later in the year, the yearbook staff asked all the
teachers their most memorable experience of the year. Mrs. Dumas's response
was simply, "l have a new appreciation for the song 'Blue Moon"'."
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The Priendly Con-Ban

The susser of ay ninth grade year, By mother's vaice throbbed in ay
ears like an earache, “Get a job this sumsaer. Get a job this susser.*
To stop bher nagging, I took ay first step into the cold, cruel busipess
vorld. This isage of the business vorld was a jcke to me; after all,
bov many backstabbers and bhustlers could I mseet in a sumsser jot? As it
turned out, bustlers vere easy to find. Bo one can help lteing
fascinated ty a gcod bustler because he alvays sanages to get what he
wants.

I wvent job hunting, keeping in =ind stories about hew bard it is to
get a jot. Acting o» a hint fros =y grandasother, I got a job at a
sawvajill right avay, cr so I thought.

The first day ob the job, while waiting to speak with the owner, I
noticed a black sap £itting near a pile of sawvdust. He looked old yet
strong, like a turnt tree that refuses to die. Be spoke and moved
slovly. And when he did, 1 expected his Cracked leather skin to
sake crunching scunds like aluzinua fo0il. Be vas gquiet and sullen; I
bad the feeling he kpev something I didn't.

When the boss came toward us, the old dlack man gave »e a sad blank
look. Something vas bothering his, abnd he msanted se to kmow it.
Syspathizing with the 0ld man, 1 even felt sorrier for his after the
boss's announcesept: "fy small lumber business is suffering because of
the depressed bousing inmdustry. <Therefore, I can hire one of you full
tise and the other part tise when large orders ccme in. Although both
¢f you can work this wveek, Priday I will decide who vorks full tise.

The pay is tive seventy-five an bhour."

I couldn't believe it. Pive seventy-five. I was gcing to be rich.
I smiled, glancing at the Llack man, vbo uas locking at the ground with
that same sad stare. "The job is mine,™ I thought. Pive seventy-five.
Visions of dollar gigns danced in ay bead.

The visions vanished, hovever, when the black man turned out to be
a great vorker. Although be moved more slovly than I, he was consistent,
alsost sechanically precise. I worked faster but would tire halfway
througk. Our actiong resinded me of the rabbit and the turtle. I began
to hate the hlack san for threatening sy job and had all but given up
hope. Altbough the job was obviously his, the black man continued to
look sad. Despite bis atteapts to start conversations during breaks, I
refused to respond.

When sy grandsother picked se up, I was furious. I told ber am old
black man wvas going to get the job. She reassured se, *"lour boss, Ar.
Salsh, is good friend of aine. 7The jodb is yours." : '

Since 1 felt nore relazed, I worked such harder the pext day. I
d4idn't hate the black mad any more, and I stopred trying to avoid his.
puring breaks I would &it by the weather-beaten cld man, listening to
his stories. BHe talked about youth, bis search for vwork during the
Cepression, and people aY grandmother knev who bhad long since died. He
was a fascinating stcry teller.

Everyday he would talk about another ten or fifteen years of his
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life. The rore he talked the more I like bim. Bis stories mesamerized
me. As be spoke about his recent life he became sadder, telling how
bard it was for an old san to get a job, He said hov much bhe hated
velfare checks but bov he had to get thes to belf his grandson through
scbool. By Thursday I really liked the old man. Where would he find
anotber job since a part time Jjob wasn't enough? I realized how unfair
it vas tc bave this job set up for me. Altbough the old san vas a
Letter vorker thap I, he didn't bave a chance to get the job. I held
all the cards.

During the first break Priday sorning, the old msan» began to talk
about ay grandfather who bad died wvhen I was tvo. The black man told me
that BAr. ©%Nalsh and my grandfather wvere good friends. It was then I
realized that the old black man kpewv that ay grandmother had set me up
wvith the job. I beld all the cards but one, a wild card; tbhe old black
vas a playing that wild card like a champpion pokerglayer. %That wild
card vas me. Angry at first, I realized hov smart this cld guy was and
bov snch I liked bhis. After vork, vhen the boss wvas about to make his
announcement, I stepred in. %] got another job.*

*"fhat do you mean?" sy boss asked.

*1 bave another job closer to bcme. I'm gcing to vork there,” I
regplied.

By boss turned to the black man wbho nov didn’t look so old
and said, ®"Alright, you're in.®™ The old black man sailed fros
ear to ear, the wrinkles dissappearing from his face. "Hhat a
sucker play,” I thought. I bad been bustled by the best.



Q: Why can't this veal calf walk?

A: He has only two feet.

Actually, less than two feet. Twenty two inches to be exact. His
entire life is spent chained in a wooden box measuring only 22
inches wide and 56 inches long. The box is so small the calf can't
walk or even turn around.

Most people think animal abuse is illegal. It isn't. In veal
factories, it's business as usual. "Milk-fed” veal is obtained by
making a calf anemic. The calf is not fed mother's milk. He's fed
an antibiotic laced formula that causes severe diarthea. He must lie
in his own excrement— choking on the ammonia gases. He's
chained in a darkened building with hundreds of other baby calves
suffering the same fate. They are immobilized, sick, and anemic.

Toxic Veal

The reckless use of oxytetracycline, mold inhibiting chemicals,
chloramphenicol, neomycin, penicillin, and other drugs is not just
bad for calves. It is toxic to you.

But doesn’t the USDA prevent tainted veal from being sold?
Absolutely not. The USDA itself admits that most veal is never
checked for toxic residue.

Antibiotics in veal and other factory farm products create virulent
strains of bacteria that wreak havoc on human health. Salmonella

poisoning is reaching epidemic proportions.

Veal factories maximize profits for agribusiness drug companies

because they are a breeding ground for disease. To keep calves
alive under such torturous conditions, They are continually given
drugs which can be passed on to customers.

It doesn't have to be this way. And with your help, it won't be.
Please, don't buy veal!

Campaign Against Factory Farming
YES! Factory farms must be stopped from misusing drugs,
abusing farm animals, and destroying America's family farms.
Enclosed is my tax- deductible contribution of:
0$20 0$50 0$100 O $500 O Other

Name
Address
City, State, Zip

A free Customer Alert pack is available upon request.

THE HUMANE FARMING ASSOCIATION
1550 California St. Suite 12 San Francisco, CA 94109




Audience analysis questions

1. Who was the original audience?

2. What magazines would they have seen this in?

3. Whese does the ad appeal to the audience's sympathy? Its
self-interest?

4. What is the proximate (immediate) goal? The ultimate goal?

5. How will the proximate goal lead to the long-term goal?

6. If you changed the audience to farmers, how would the
argument change?

7. How would the short-term goal change?



19

FACT LIST FOR DESCRIPTIVE PARAGRAPH

Queen-size bed

Silver-brown carpet

Dark brown chest of drawers

small closet

small color tv

dark brown bed side stand that matches chest of drawers
brown bed spread

coin change always on chest of drawers

Indian headdress hanging on wall

10. Indian pictures hanging on wall

11. Indian statues on dresser & bed side stand

12. Bed hardly ever made

13. Mirror on closet door

14. Magazines under bed (wWildlife & dog)

15. Dog bed in the corner where cocker spaniel sleeps

O 00 ~JOW UL W N
. . . .

My Bedroom

My bedroom is one of my favorite places. It has a silver brown carpet on
the floor. I have a rather small closet which holds all my clothes and which
is always a mess. My bed is also always a mess. It is a queen size bed and it
has a brown bed spread, but it is usually unmade. In one corner I have a chest
of drawers that is dark brown; on it I keep my change. I also have an Indian
statue on the chest of drawers. My bed side stand matches the chest and also
has an indian statue on it. My small color T.V. set is across the room next to
the closet door. On my right wall I have some Indian pictures and on the
opposite wall there is an Indian headdress. I have some Natural Wildlife
magazines and some magazines about dog raising which I keep under my bed. A
dog bed is in the corner where my cocker spaniel sleeps.

My Bedroom

When first walking into my bedroom, most people first think of Indians.
This is probably due to all of the Indian decorations all over my room. On my
right wall, above my bed, I have painting of Indians robbing trains, hunting
buffalo, and so forth. On the opposite wall I have a beautiful hand-made
eagle feather headdress. On my chest of drawers I have two different Indian
statues; one is an Indian girl dipping water and the other is of an Indian
chief smoking a peace pipe. Of course my bedroom does not stay as clean as a
tepee. There are usually loose change, books, and pencils, and papers
scattered over my chest of drawers. My rather small closet that barely holds
all of my clothes, always stays a mess. When first entering my bedroom, a
person might think of Indians, but when leaving, he will probably think I need
a maid.
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person, consider whether cumulative sentences or short sentence fragments
would help you present the person more vividly or express your feelings
more emphatically.

In the next selection, a daughter portrays her father, 2 man for whom she
feels strong ambivalence. The essay was written by Jan Gray, a college fresh-
man. Notice, as you read this piece, how Gray uses description to convey
her feelings about her father. '

FATHER
JAN GRAY

My father's hands are grotesque. He suffers from psoriasis, a chronic skin
disease that covers his massive, thick hands with scaly, reddish patches that
periodically flake off, sending tiny pieces of dead skin sailing to the ground. In
addition, his fingers are permanently stained a dull yellow from years of chain
smoking. The thought of those swollen, discolored, scaly hands touching me,
whether it be out of love or anger, sends chills up my spine.

By nature, he is a disorderly, unkempt person. The numerous cigarette burns,
food stains, and ashes on his clothes show how little he cares about his ap-
pearance. He has a dreadful habit of running his hands through his greasy hair
and scratching his scalp, causing dandruff to drift downward onto his bulky
shoulders. He is grossly overweight, and his pullover shirts never quite cover his
protruding paunch. When he eats, he shovels the food into his mouth as if he
hasn't eaten for days, bread crumbs and food scraps settling in his untrimmed
beard.

Last year, he abruptly left town. Naturally, his apartment was a sharnbles,
and | offered to clean it so that my mother wouldn't have to pay the cleaning
fee. | arrived early in the morning anticipating a couple hours of vacuuming and
dusting and scrubbing. The minute | opened the door, however, | realized my
task was monumental: Old yellowed newspapers and magazines were strewn
throughout the living room; moldy and rotten food covered the kitchen counter;
cigarette butts and ashes were everywhere. The pungent aroma of stale beer
seemed to fill the entire apartment.

As | made my way through the debris toward the bedroom, | tried to deny
that the man who lived here was my father. The bedroom was even worse than
the front rooms, with cigarette burns in the carpet and empty bottles, dirty
dishes, and smelly laundry scattered everywhere. Looking around his bedroom,
| recalled an incident that had occurred only a few months before in my
bedroom. '

| was calling home to tell my mother | would be eating dinner at a girlfriend’s
house. To my surprise, my father answered the phone. | was taken aback to
hear his voice because my parents had been divorced for some time and he was
seldom at our house. In fact, | didn't even see him very often.

"Hello?"’ he answered in his deep, scratchy voice.

"Oh, umm, hi Dad. Is Mom home?"

"What can | do for you?"' he asked, sounding a bit too cheerful.

""Well, I just wanted to ask Mom if | could stay for dinner here.”
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"I don't think that's a very good idea, dear.” | could sense an abrupt change
in the tone of his voice. ""Your room is a mess, and if you're not home in ten
minutes to straighten it up, I'll really give you something to clean.” Click.

Pedalling home as fast as | could, | had a distinct image of my enraged
father. | could see his face redden, his body begin to tremble slightly, and his
hands gesture nervously in the air. Though he was not prone to physical violence
and always appeared calm on the outside, | knew he was really seething inside.
The incessant motion of those hands was all too vivid to me as | neared home.

My heart was racing as | turned the knob to the front door and headed for
my bedroom. When | opened my bedroom door, | stopped in horror. The dresser
drawers were pulled out, and clothes were scattered across the floor. Everything
on top of the dresser—a perfume tray, a couple of baskets of hair clips and
earrings, and an assortment of pictures—had been strewn about. The dresser
itself was tilted on its side, supported by the bed frame. As | stepped in and
closed the door behind me, tears welled up in my eyes. | hated my father so
much at that moment. Who the hell -did he think he was to waltz into my life
every few months like this?

| was slowly piecing my room together when he knocked on the door. |
choked back the tears, wanting to show as little emotion as possible, and quietly
murmured, “Come in.” He stood in the doorway, one hand leaning against the
door jamb, a cigarette dangling from the other, flicking ashes on the carpet,
very smug in his handling of the situation.

"I'want you to know | did this for your own good. | think it's time you started
taking a little responsibility around this house. Now, to show you there are no
hard feelings, I'll help you set the dresser back up.”

"No thank you,” | said quietly, on the verge of tears agaln "I'd rather do it
myself. Please, just leave me alone!”

He gave me one last look that seemed to say, "'| offered. I'm the good guy.
If you refuse, that's your problem.” Then he turned and walked away. | was
stunned at how he could be so violent one moment and so nonchalant the next.

As | sat in his bedroom reflecting on what he had done to my room, | felt
the utmost disgust for this man. There seemed to be no hope he would break
his filthy habits. | could come in and clean his room, but only he could clean up
the mess he had made of his life. But | felt pity for him, too. After all, he is my
father—am | not supposed to feel some responsibility for him and to love and
honor him?

1. Gray opens the essay by describing her father’s hands as “grotesque.”
Why do you think she focuses on his hands? What impression does this
opening have on you as a reader?

2. What does the anecdote in paragraphs 5-16 convey about her father
and their rclationship?

3. How docs Gray usc dialoguc to reveal her father’s character? Notice
her father’s choice of words and her description of his tone and posture.

16
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Commentary

4. Notice the parallel between Gray cleaning up her father’s apartment
and him tearing apart her room. What does this parallel suggest about their
relationship?

5. Look again at the descriptions of the disorder in her father’s apartment
and her own room (paragraphs 3, 4, and 12). How does Gray make these
scenes so vivid? What strategics of naming and dctailing does she cmploy>
(These strategies. are discussed in Chapter 14: Describing.)

6. What seems to you the significance of the description of disorder in
her father’s apartment and her room? Why does she describe the disorder in
such detail? What docs it add to your understanding of her relationship with
her father? |

7. Imagine writing about someone with whom you had a serious con-
flict. Whom would you write about? How would you present this person?
What overall impression of this person and of you would you like your
readers to get from this essay?

Although description of place often plays a minimal role in essays about
remembered people, it can be an important feature, as it is in this essay.
Gray needs to describe her room and her father’s apartment to show how
destructive her father could be and how out of control his life was. Gray
compiles long lists of things she sees, using specific names and sensory details
to describe them vividly. She uses a stationary vantage point to orient her
rcaders as she describes the rooms.

PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE

Just how a writer deploys the fcatures common to essays about remembered
people depends on the writer’s subject, purpose, and readers. Essays about
remembered people are as purposeful as arguments, and writers of portraits
generally have several purposes in mind. Perhaps the most prominent is
better understanding the subject and his or her importance in the writer’s
life—analyzing and reaching conclusions about a significant personal rela-
tionship. Another purpose can be self-presentation, leading readers to see
the writer in a particular way. Still another purpose can be entertaining
readers with a vivid portrait of an unusual or engaging subject.

Since writing about remembered people is so personal, you might think
that writers write only for themselves, but such is not the case. The writer
must sclect and organize details so that readers can easily imagine persons
or scenes. Unless readers’ imaginations are engaged through vivid details,
the portrait will seem to them flat and lifeless. The writer must also shape
and pace anccdotes to hold readers’ attention. In addition, writers hope that
no matter how unusual their subject, readers will recognize in the portrait a
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COMMON PUNCTUATION PATTERNS

Independent clauses (or 2 or })

Indegendent clauséglindegendent clause.l (The ideas in each
tence shou e closely related when using a semicolon.)

3. \Independent clauseg thetefore,[ipdependent clause,
however,

nevertheless,
consequently,
furthermore,
moreover, (etc.)

4. \Independent cla;;q, and |independent clause,]

but
or
nor
for
S0
yet

S —

5. Clause, phras 9 nonessential clause 'clause, phrase
or word phrase or word 2 or word

6.

1f |dependent clausqd \independent clause. \
Because ?

Since

When

While

Although

After (etc.)

(Note: A comma is not needed after the introductory clause
if it is short or of the omission does not make reading
difficult.)

7. [independent clause) if \dependent clause.)

because

since

when

while
although
after (etc.)

8. [iédependent clausag a, b, and c.




29

MY SISTER

She is a girl. She stands about 5°4". She has black hair.
It is naturally curly. It is cut short because it’s easier to
take care of. She has brown eyes. She doesn’t wear any makeup.
she’s fairly pretty. She has pierced ears. She is 18 years
old. she wears jeans and pullover tops to school. She smokes
cigarettes. She wears furry socks and Reeboks; she’s very picky
about things everyone else does. She is very sensitive but tries
to hide it by acting tough, but she cant hide it. The only
thing she has for breakfast is a glass of milk. When she is
done with her qum, she just rolls it up in a ball and puts it on
the coffee table. Most of the time she gets in late. She is in
the twelfth grade and is too lazy to get a job, and she admits
it. her report card is no big deal at all. Her hobbies are
collecting giraffes and assorted stuffed animals.

Possible Controlling Statements

1. Time Order (Chronological Narration)

Let me tell you about a typical day in the life of my
sister.

2. Spatial Order (Description)

From the top of her head to the bottom of her feet, my
sister is one of a kind.

3. Persuasion (Inductive or
deductive order depending on
placement of controlling
statement)
You should ask my sister for a date.

4. Break-Down Order

My sister is a lazy, hypocritical slob.

5. Relationship Order (Comparison/Contrast)

My sister can’t decide if she’s a little girl or a grown-up
woman .
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SAMPLE CLASSIFICATION ESSAY -

Your roomate’s alarm goes off at 6:30 a.m. As you hear him
rummaging through the closet for his jogging shoes, you turn over
to sleep peacefully for the next hour. Later in the day, you ask
your girlfriend to meet you at Murphy’s after class to relax
after a full day. She can’t because during the free time she has
this evening, she plans to run. You go without her. While your
roommate and your girlfriend might chide you for being a lazy,
beer guzzling out-of-shape bum, you may be better off than they
are. While they can tell you the benfits of running, they may
not be as aware of its great dangers to the heath and social life
of college students.

Regular running can pose serious health problems--strained
joints, blisters, heel spurs, and shin splints, for example.
Furthermore, Louisiana runners can easily suffer heat exhaustion
and heat stroke in hot weather. Even young students who run too
far too fast risk heart attacks. and given their busy schedules,
students are likely to run early in the moring when they aren’t
quite alert or late at night when they are tired, risking the
chance of being hit by cars when they cross streets or right
after dinner when running can cause indigestion. If these heath
hazards aren’t enough to scare you out of your running shoes,
consider the possibility of being bitten by a dog or even being
raped.

Even if running doesn’t affect your health, it may ruin your
social life. Some poeple find runners to be snobbish toward
nonrunners. I know I sure get tired of my roommate waking me up
before dawn and telling me how much better shape he is in. It
wouldn’t surprise me if runners have higher diverce rates than
nonrunners. If my girlfriend doesn’t start going with me to
Murphy’s, I may just find someone new. Other devoted runners
spend so much money on shoes, radios, runnings clothes, and
magazines that they don’t have any left for going out to have a
good time. Finally, for some people, running becomes an end in
itself, leading them to neglect their jobs and other
responsibilities.

So sleep late, and I’1l1 meet you at Murphy’s.
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A. THESIS
1.
2.

3.
4.

CRITERIA FOR GRADING ESSAYS

DESCRIPTION

You did not provide a thesis.

You assumed a thesis but did not state it. Or you stated a thesis, but the thesis was vague or too
broad.

You provided an adequate thesis.

You provided an outstanding thesis that vividly sets up your description.

B. DEVELOPMENT

1.
2.

3.

4,

C. DETAIL
1.

2.

3.
4.

You had neither topic sentences nor logical development.

a. You had topic sentences, but they were not logical.

b. You had logical development, but you did not provide topic sentences.

¢. You had topic sentences, but they did not support your thesis.

d. You had topic sentences, but they were too broad.

You had both topic sentences and logical development. These provide a competent but uninspired
framework for your description.

You had excellent topic sentences and logical development.

a. You provide no details.

b. You provide details in an apparently random order.

a. You provide some details, but they are too general and vague.

b. You provide some details, but too many do not belong where you place them.

You provide details in the proper places and provide a general picture of what you are describing.
Your details invoke a clear image of what you are describing.

D. WRITING THE ESSAY

1.

2.

3.

4.

E. GRAMMAR

Your essay lacks coherence and cohesion. Transitions are ineffective. The paragraphs read like a
list, with no connection between the sentences

The paragraphs have a general focus, but some sentences are unrelated. Coherence, cohesion, and
transitions need work.

Paragraphs are generally well developed with fewer than three problems of focus, unity, or
coherence. Transitions may be a bit forced.

Paragraphs are focused, unified, and coherent. Transitions are logical and effective.

1. 10+ errors. 2. 8-9 errors. 3. 4-7 errors. 4. 1-3 errors.
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NARRATIVE ESSAY

A. SELECTION OF TOPIC

1.

You selected a topic that offers no potential for insight into your life or character.

2. a. You selected a topic that is so common that it offers little insight into your unique
personality.
b. You selected a topic that you have no emotional distance from; therefore, you were
unable to handle it effectively
3. You selected a topic that is generally acceptable.
4. You selected an outstanding and interesting topic.
B.PARAMETERS
1. a. The parameters for your essay were far too broad, leading you to skim over the events of
the story. You tried to tell too much.
b. You did not include events crucial to the understanding of the event.
2, a. Your parameters were too broad, reducing the amount you could focus on the events.
b. You left out elements of the story that would have helped the understanding of the event.
3. You used adequate narrative techniques.
4. You excellently used narrative techniques such as flashback, flashforward, etc.
C. DETAIL
1. a. You provide no detail or dialogue.
b. You provide details in an apparently random order.
2. a. You provide some details, but they are too general and vague.
b. You provide some details, but too many do not belong where you  place them.
3. Y ou provide detail and dialogue in the proper places and provide a general picture of what you are
describing.
4, Your detail and dialogue invoke a clear image of what you are describing.

D. WRITING THE ESSAY (Same as above)

E. GRAMMAR (Same as before except for the number of mistakes permitted)
1. 10+ errors. 2. 8-9 errors. 3. 4-7 errors. 4. 1-3 errors.
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PROPOSAL
A. THESIS/PROPOSED ACTION
1. You did not provide a proposal.
2. a. You assumed a proposal but did not state it.
b. You stated a proposal, but it was vague or too broad.
c. You stated a general solution, but did not provide your audience with a specific action to
take.
d. You provided an audience with a proposal, but there is some question whether your
audience an act on it.
e. If the audience followed your recommendation, it would not have the desired effect.
3. You provided an adequate proposal.
4, You provided an outstanding proposal will probably bring about the change you desire.
B. AUDIENCE
1. You did not address an audience.
2, a. Your audience was too broad (for example, you addressed the "readers of Time).
b. You started with one audience, but switched to another one.
3. Your audience was fairly well defined.
4, Your audience was well defined and you did an excellent job of addressing it.

C. DEVELOPMENT

1.
2.

3.

4.

You had neither topic sentences nor logical development.

a. You had topic sentences, but they were not logical.

b. You had logical development, but you did not provide topic sentences.

c. You had topic sentences, but they did not support your thesis.

d. You had topic sentences that did not address the self-interest of your audience.

You had both topic sentences and logical development. These provide a competent but uninspired
framework for your argument.
You had excellent topic sentences and logical development.

D. SUPPORT

1. a. You provide no support
b. You provide support in an apparently random order.
2. a. You provide some support, but they are too general and vague.
b. You provide some support, but too many do not belong where you place them.
c. Your support is of the "erank" variety; i.e., it is unreflective and uninformed and simply
reflects popular stereotypes on the subject rather than careful research.
3. You provide support in the proper places and give a basic case for your argument
4. Your support is clear and provides a forceful case for your argument.
E. WRITING THE ESSAY
1. Your essay lacks coherence and cohesion. Transitions are ineffective. The paragraphs read like a
list, with no connection between the sentences
2. The paragraphs have a general focus, but some sentences are unrelated. Coherence, cohesion, and
transitions need work.
3. Paragraphs are generally well developed with fewer than three problems of focus, unity, or
coherence. Transitions may be a bit forced.
4. Paragraphs are focused, unified, and coherent. Transitions are logical and effective.
F. GRAMMAR

1. 10+ errors. 2. 9 errors. 3. 4-8 errors. 4. 1-3 errors.
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Richard III
By William Shakespeare

What makes Richard III so compelling in the 218 Century? It's still one of the most frequently produced
Shakesperean plays.

In this play,

e the Apollonian (intelligence, rationality, psychological insight) serves
e the Dionysian (instinct, irrationality, loss of self in frenzy)

According to Nietzsche in The Birth of Tragedy, addressing the tension between the Apollonian and the
Dionysian is the typical function of tragedy in the classical era (By classical, I mean ancient Athens of the sth

Cen B.C.).
There are some special attributes of Richard III that distinguish it for today.

e Richard is popular with actors because he is an actor himself, always lying to the people around him.
They get to ham it up while he hams it up. He is a performer, director, observer, and critic.

e The 20" century was the century when the "demonic has siezed the rational for its own monstrous
forwarding" (Weiss 200), i.e., when the Apollonian has served the Dionysian.

The Ian Mclellan movie makes Richard & his men like Hitler & the Nazis.
Important dates the remember

e 1483-1485 Richard III reigned as King of England. He was the last medieval king.
e 1592-1593 Shakespeare composed Richard IlI. He was writing about the civil war called the War of
the Roses, which ended with Richard's death.

Shakespeare wrote numerous plays about the War of the Roses. It was a civil war that affected
Shakespeare's England the way the American Civil War has affected us. His characters in these plays often
needed little introduction--like Abraham Lincoln and Robert E. Lee, they were already familiar to his
audience and only needed to be trotted out to play their expected roles

Richard III was the fourth in a series of plays called Shakespeare's First Tetralogy. (A tetralogy is a series of
four, just as a trilogy is a series of three.).

The First Tetralogy

1. King Henry VI, Part |
2. King Henry VI, Part 1l
3. King Henry VI, Part 111
4. Richard Il

Weiss compares these four to the classic tradition of presenting three tragedies, followed by a satyr-play
(Weiss 200). A satyr play was a burlesque, funny play to conclude the more serious tragedies.

9/7/2007 5:05 PM 1of3
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Sources Shakespeare used

1. Historical sources: The War of the Roses. Why was it called that? The warring houses were each
represented by roses.

The House of Lancaster the Red Rose

The House of York the White Rose

2. Political Philosophy

Machiavelli had written the infamous book on politics, The Prince. It described the amoral political
behavior of Italian Renaissance rulers. Shakespeare makes his Richard an example of the
Machiavellian prince even though he lived before Machiavelli. This is an anachronism, where
something takes place before it really could. The movie we'll watch is full of anachronisms, which are
intentional.

3. Medieval Drama. The Morality stories portrayed various allegorical characters. Richard at one point
plays the Vice, a character noted by cheerful evil. Shakespeare is influenced by these old dramas.

4. Classical Drama. Shakespeare is especially influenced by Seneca, a Roman poet / philosopher /
statesman. Seneca wrote 10 dramas based on earlier Greek works. In Seneca's Afreus, Furies pursue
the house of Tantalus. Atreus is a king who pretends to make up with his brother Thyestes to exact
revenge. He kills his nephews, cooks them, and feeds them to his unsuspecting brother. Like Richard,
he revels in his evil. The Furies in Richard Il are the women who follow him around cursing him.

Objectively, Richard and Richmond (who became Henry VII) behave in similar ways.

e They kill off the king to take the throne themselves.

e They marry a woman from the other camp so they can solidify their claim to the throne.

e Richard was actually brave. He was the last king of England to die in battle. Kings since then have led
from behind.

Why then does Shakespeare make this a case of good versus evil?

a. It's better drama that way.

b. It's the traditional way of portraying Richard III.

c. The Tudor Myth. Henry VII (Richmond) founded the Tudor Dynasty after killing off Richard III. To
strengthen his claim on the throne, which he won from the crowned king in a rebellion, he had to make
Richard look as bad as possible. Henry VII's granddaughter, Elizabeth, was Shakespeare's queen. For
him to undermine her legitimacy by questioning her rebel grandfather's right to rule would be
politically incorrect in an era when being politically incorrect could mean that you lose your head.

9/7/2007 5:05 PM 2 of 3
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Elizabeth had been declared illegitimate by the Catholic church because she was Protestant.
Shakespeare makes Henry VII / Richmond look good to make Elizabeth look good. Therefore, Richard

file:///L:/public_html/201/shakespeare/richard_notes.htm

III must look bad. For a more balanced evaluation of Richard, try the Richard III Society
(http://www.richardiii.net/).

Richard III works on both the natural level and supernatural / mythic levels. These are 2 levels of causation,
supernatural and natural. These correspond to allegory versus realism, the two major representational

techniques in the 1590s.

Richard draws us into his evil & makes us participate in it.

9/7/2007 5:05 PM

Mythic / Allegorical

Natural / Realistic

e He is evil incarnate, the Vice of
medieval plays.

o The Vice uses asides,

o tells the audience his
plans,

o boasts about his own power
and depravity,

o attacks others,

o pretends to be a victim
himself.

e He is evil because his mom
doesn't love him.

e People look down at him
because of his birth defect.
Like us, they tend to judge a
book by its cover. His external
defect in the theory of the time
reflected internal evil

e He feels inferior and despises
himself.

e The Furies (cursing women)
pursue him.

e Richmond defeats him. A
bland cipher of a character.
Richard is much more
appealing.

e His dreams are supernatural
omens.

e His dreams are the product of a
bad conscience &
self-loathing.
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