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. Anthology of Poet.

And retreated, not to affright it
And how for a helpless hour, through the crack of the door, :
We watched the sleek, wild, dark

And iridescent creature
Batter against the brilliance, drop like a glove
To the hard floor, or the desk-top,

And wait then, humped and bloody,
For the wits to try it again; and how our spirits
Rose when, suddenly sure,

It lifted off from a chair-back,
Beating a smooth course for the right window
And clearing the sill of the world. . 3

It is always a matter, my darling,
Of life or death, as I had forgotuen. [ wish
What I wished you before, but harder.
(1971

Mona Van Duyn 7927-
LEDA

~ “Did she put on his knowledge with his power
Before the indifferent beak could let ber drop?”

\

Not even for a moment. He knew, for one thing, what he was.
When he saw the swan in her eyes he could let her drop.

In the first look of love men find their great disguise,

and collecting these rare pictures of himself was his lifc.

Her body became the consequence of his juice,

while her mind closed on a bird and -went to sleep.
Later, with the children in school, she opened her eyes
and saw her own openness, and felt relief.

In men’s stories her life ended with his loss.

She stiffened under the storm of his wings to a glassy shape, 10
stricken and mysterious and immortal. But the fact is,

she was not, for such an ending, abstract enough.

She tried for a while to understand what it was

that had happened, and then decided to let it drop.
She married a smaller man with a beaky nose
and melted away in the storm of everydaylife.
(1964)



