Socratic Seminar Preparation Sheet

1. Complete the Sentence: Evangeline Canto 8  is really a text about…

2. Pick a passage that confuses or interests you and create questions that relate to this passage.  Include phrases such as “Why do you think…” and “What do you believe is the significance of…”   Then, propose possible answers.

Passage: ____________________

Open-ended Questions






Possible Answers

3. Select an important symbol from your section of the reading and create questions that surround this symbol.  Then, propose possible answers.

Symbol: _____________________________

Open-ended Questions






Possible Answers

4. Select anything else of interest/confusion from the text; create questions and propose possible answers.

Topic: ____________________________

Open-ended Questions






Possible Answers

Name:

Date:

Seminar #_________  (1 or 2)
Socratic Seminar Rubric
	
	Beginning
0-2
	Developing

3
	Accomplished

4
	Exemplary

5

	Questioning

Asks questions which lead to rich discussion and deeper group understanding
	Either no question was asked or the question was off-topic; it may not have given other the opportunity to respond at a deeper level in the current discussion.  
	Able to ask at least one question which provokes others to respond at a deeper level in the current discussion
	Able to ask questions which relates the current discussion to previous discussions
	Able to ask questions which connects the current discussion to bigger themes or ideas

	Evidence

Gives evidence and makes inferences
	Able to locate factual evidence in the text with a page number
	Locates evidence in support of an idea under discussion
	Uses evidence in the text to expand on, analyze or critique an idea
	Uses evidence in the text and solid analysis to create a new idea or draw connections among ideas

	Speaking & Listening: Acts to build a group which can collaboratively search for meaning
	Listens to others
	Asks questions to clarify what someone has said
	Builds on another person’s idea; Actively Listens (SLANT)
	Connects the ideas of several students; moves the conversation forward; balances “air time” with active listening (SLANT); invites quieter students to join the conversation

	Socratic Seminar Notes
	Largely Incomplete or Not Attempted 
	Attempted but not finished
	Complete: raises several questions and several possible answers
	Detailed, neat, thoughtful, and sophisticated


Final Score: _________/20
Modified from Debbie Abilock’s NoodleTools/NoodleTeach: Socratic Seminar Rubric

