Barriers. The German air attacks continued
only until April 1940. The base was finally
closed in 1956.

scapegoat, Hebrew sA‘IR LA-‘AZA’ZEL (“goat
for Azazel”), in the Old Testament ritual of
Yom Kippur (Lev. 16:8-10), a goat symboli-
cally burdened with the sins of the Jewish peo-
ple. Some scholars believe that the animal was
chosen by lot to placate Azazel. a wilderness
demon, then thrown over a precipice outside
Jerusaiem to rid the nation of its iniquities.
By extension, a scapegoat has come to mean
any group or individuai that innocently bears
the blame of others.

The use of scapegoats has a long and var-
ied history involving many kinds of animals,
as well as human beings. In ancient Greece,
human scapegoats (pharmakos) were used to
mitigate a plague or other calamity or even
to prevent such ills. The Athenians chose a
man and woman for the festival of Thargelia.
After being feasted, the couple was led around
the town, beaten with green twigs, driven out
of the city, and possibly even stoned. In this
way the city was supposedly protected from ill
fortune for another year.

During the Roman feast of Lupercalia, priests
(Luperci) cut thongs from the sacrificial ani-
mals (goats and a dog), then raced around the
walls of the old Palatine city, striking women
(especially) as they passed with the thongs. A
blow from the hide of the scapegoat was said
to cure sterility. In early Roman law an inno-
cent person was allowed to take upon himself
the penalty of another who had confessed his
own guilt. Christianity reflects this notion in
its doctrine of justification and in its belief
that Jesus Christ was the God-man who died
to atone for the sins of all mankind.

Scaphites, extinct genus of cephalopods (an-
imals related to the modern octopus, squid;
and nautilus) found as fossils in marine de-
posits. Because Scaphites is restricted to cer-
tain divisions of Cretaceous time (the Creta-
ceous Period began 136,000,000 years ago and
lasted 71,000,000 years) it is a useful index,
or guide, fossil. Its shell form and manner of
growth are quite unusual. At first, the shell
in Scaphites is tightly coiled; later, it grows in
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