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B
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 S
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O
R

Y

W
A

R
 F

E
V

E
R

 ran
 h

ig
h

 in
 th

e N
ew

 E
n

g
lan

d
 to

w
n

 to

w
h
ich

  w
e n

ew
, y

o
u
n
g
 o

fficers fro
m

 P
lattsb

u
rg

 w
ere

assig
n

ed
, an

d
 w

e w
ere flattered

 w
h

en
 th

e first citizen
s

to
o

k
 u

s to
 th

eir h
o

m
es, m

ak
in

g
 u

s feel h
ero

ic.  H
ere w

as

lo
v
e, ap

p
lau

se, w
ar; m

o
m

en
ts su

b
lim

e w
ith

 in
terv

als h
i-

lario
u

s.  I w
as p

art o
f life at last, an

d
 in

 th
e m

id
st o

f th
e

ex
citem

en
t I d

isco
v
ered

 liq
u
o
r.  I fo

rg
o
t th

e stro
n
g
 w

arn
-

in
g

s an
d

 th
e p

reju
d

ices o
f m

y
 p

eo
p

le co
n

cern
in

g
 d

rin
k

.

In
 tim

e w
e sailed

 fo
r “O

v
er T

h
ere.”  I w

as v
ery

 lo
n

ely

an
d
 ag

ain
 tu

rn
ed

 to
 alco

h
o
l.

W
e lan

d
ed

 in
 E

n
g
lan

d
.  I v

isited
 W

in
ch

ester C
ath

ed
ral.

M
u

ch
 m

o
v

ed
, I w

an
d

ered
 o

u
tsid

e.  M
y

 atten
tio

n
 w

as

cau
g
h
t b

y
 a d

o
g
g
erel o

n
 an

 o
ld

 to
m

b
sto

n
e:

                “H
ere lies a H

am
p

sh
ire G

ren
ad

ier

                  W
h

o
 cau

g
h

t h
is d

eath

                  D
rin

k
in

g
 co

ld
 sm

all b
eer.

                  A
 g

o
o

d
 so

ld
ier is n

e’er fo
rg

o
t

                  W
h

eth
er h

e d
ieth

 b
y

 m
u

sk
et

                               O
r b

y
 p

o
t.”

O
m

in
o
u
s w

arn
in

g
—

w
h
ich

 I failed
 to

 h
eed

.

T
w

en
ty

-tw
o
, an

d
 a v

eteran
 o

f fo
reig

n
 w

ars, I w
en

t h
o
m

e

at last.  I fan
cied

 m
y

self a lead
er, fo

r h
ad

 n
o

t th
e m

en
 o

f

m
y

 b
attery

 g
iv

en
 m

e a sp
ecial to

k
en

 o
f ap

p
reciatio

n
?

M
y

 talen
t fo

r lead
ersh

ip
, I im

ag
in

ed
, w

o
u

ld
 p

lace m
e at

th
e h

ead
 o

f v
ast en

terp
rises w

h
ich

 I w
o

u
ld

 m
an

ag
e w

ith

th
e u

tm
o

st assu
ran

ce.

A
L

C
O

H
O

L
IC

S
 A

N
O

N
Y

M
O

U
S

I to
o

k
 a n

ig
h

t law
 co

u
rse, an

d
 o

b
tain

ed
 em

p
lo

y
m

en
t as

in
v
estig

ato
r fo

r a su
rety

 co
m

p
an

y.  T
h
e d

riv
e fo

r su
ccess

w
as o

n
.  I’d

 p
ro

v
e to

 th
e w

o
rld

 I w
as im

p
o

rtan
t.  M

y

w
o

rk
 to

o
k

 m
e ab

o
u

t W
all S

treet an
d

 little b
y

 little I b
e-

cam
e in

terested
 in

 th
e m

ark
et.  M

an
y
 p

eo
p
le lo

st m
o
n
ey

—

b
u

t so
m

e b
ecam

e v
ery

 rich
.  W

h
y

 n
o

t I?  I stu
d

ied
 eco

-

n
o

m
ics an

d
 b

u
sin

ess as w
ell as law

.  P
o

ten
tial  alco

h
o

lic

th
at I w

as, I n
early

 failed
 m

y
 law

 co
u

rse.  A
t o

n
e o

f th
e

fin
als I w

as to
o

 d
ru

n
k

 to
 th

in
k

 o
r w

rite.  T
h

o
u

g
h

 m
y

d
rin

k
in

g
 w

as n
o

t y
et co

n
tin

u
o

u
s, it d

istu
rb

ed
 m

y
 w

ife.

W
e h

ad
 lo

n
g

 talk
s w

h
en

 I w
o

u
ld

 still h
er fo

reb
o

d
in

g
s b

y

tellin
g
 h

er th
at m

en
 o

f g
en

iu
s co

n
ceiv

ed
 th

eir b
est p

ro
jects

w
h
en

 d
ru

n
k
; th

at th
e m

o
st m

ajestic co
n
stru

ctio
n
s o

f p
h
ilo

-

so
p

h
ic th

o
u

g
h

t w
ere so

 d
eriv

ed
.

B
y
 th

e tim
e I h

ad
 co

m
p
leted

 th
e co

u
rse, I k

n
ew

 th
e law

w
as n

o
t fo

r m
e.  T

h
e in

v
itin

g
 m

aelstro
m

 o
f W

all S
treet

h
ad

 m
e in

 its g
rip

.  B
u

sin
ess an

d
 fin

an
cial lead

ers w
ere

m
y

 h
ero

es.  O
u

t o
f th

is allo
y

 o
f d

rin
k

 an
d

 sp
ecu

latio
n

, I

co
m

m
en

ced
 to

 fo
rg

e th
e w

eap
o
n
 th

at o
n
e d

ay
 w

o
u
ld

 tu
rn

in
 its flig

h
t lik

e a b
o
o
m

eran
g
 an

d
 all b

u
t cu

t m
e to

 rib
b
o
n
s.

L
iv

in
g

 m
o

d
estly, m

y
 w

ife an
d

 I sav
ed

 $
1

,0
0

0
.  It w

en
t

in
to

 certain
 secu

rities, th
en

 ch
eap

 an
d
 rath

er u
n
p
o
p
u
lar.  I

rig
h

tly
 im

ag
in

ed
 th

at th
ey

 w
o

u
ld

 so
m

e d
ay

 h
av

e a g
reat

rise.  I failed
 to

 p
ersu

ad
e m

y
 b

ro
k

er frien
d

s to
 sen

d
 m

e

o
u
t lo

o
k
in

g
 o

v
er facto

ries an
d
 m

an
ag

em
en

ts, b
u
t m

y
 w

ife

an
d

 I d
ecid

ed
 to

 g
o

 an
y

w
ay.  I h

ad
 d

ev
elo

p
ed

 a th
eo

ry

th
at m

o
st p

eo
p
le lo

st m
o
n
ey

 in
 sto

ck
s th

ro
u
g
h
 ig

n
o
ran

ce

o
f m

ark
ets.  I d

isco
v

ered
 m

an
y

 m
o

re reaso
n

s later o
n

.

W
e
 g

a
v

e
 u

p
 o

u
r p

o
sitio

n
s a

n
d

 o
ff w

e
 ro

a
re

d
 o

n
 a

m
o

to
rc

y
c
le

, th
e
 sid

e
c
a
r stu

ffe
d

 w
ith

 te
n

t, b
la

n
k

e
ts, a

ch
an

g
e o

f clo
th

es, an
d

 th
ree h

u
g

e v
o

lu
m

es o
f a fin

an
-

2
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cial referen
ce serv

ice.  O
u
r frien

d
s th

o
u
g
h
t a lu

n
acy

 co
m

-

m
issio

n
 sh

o
u
ld

 b
e ap

p
o
in

ted
.  P

erh
ap

s th
ey

 w
ere rig

h
t.  I

h
ad

 h
ad

 so
m

e su
ccess at sp

ecu
latio

n
, so

 w
e h

ad
 a little

m
o

n
ey, b

u
t w

e o
n

ce w
o

rk
ed

 o
n

 a farm
 fo

r a m
o

n
th

 to

av
o

id
 d

raw
in

g
 o

n
 o

u
r sm

all cap
ital.  T

h
at w

as th
e last

h
o

n
est m

an
u

al lab
o

r o
n

 m
y

 p
art fo

r m
an

y
 a d

ay.  W
e

co
v
ered

 th
e w

h
o
le eastern

 U
n
ited

 S
tates in

 a y
ear.  A

t th
e

en
d

 o
f it, m

y
 rep

o
rts to

 W
all S

treet p
ro

cu
red

 m
e a p

o
si-

tio
n

 th
ere an

d
 th

e u
se o

f a larg
e ex

p
en

se acco
u

n
t.  T

h
e

ex
ercise o

f an
 o

p
tio

n
 b

ro
u
g
h
t in

 m
o
re m

o
n
ey, leav

in
g
 u

s

w
ith

 a p
ro

fit o
f sev

eral th
o

u
san

d
 d

o
llars fo

r th
at y

ear.

F
o
r th

e n
ex

t few
 y

ears fo
rtu

n
e th

rew
 m

o
n
ey

 an
d
 ap

p
lau

se

m
y
 w

ay.  I h
ad

 arriv
ed

.  M
y
 ju

d
g
m

en
t an

d
 id

eas w
ere fo

l-

lo
w

ed
 b

y
 m

an
y
 to

 th
e tu

n
e o

f p
ap

er m
illio

n
s.  T

h
e g

reat

b
o
o
m

 o
f th

e late tw
en

ties w
as seeth

in
g
 an

d
 sw

ellin
g
.  D

rin
k

w
as tak

in
g
 an

 im
p
o
rtan

t an
d
 ex

h
ilaratin

g
 p

art in
 m

y
 life.

T
h
ere w

as lo
u
d
 talk

 in
 th

e jazz p
laces u

p
to

w
n
.  E

v
ery

o
n
e

sp
en

t in
 th

o
u
san

d
s an

d
 ch

attered
 in

 m
illio

n
s.  S

co
ffers co

u
ld

sco
ff an

d
 b

e d
am

n
ed

.  I m
ad

e a h
o
st o

f fair-w
eath

er frien
d
s.

M
y
 d

rin
k
in

g
 assu

m
ed

 m
o
re serio

u
s p

ro
p
o
rtio

n
s, co

n
tin

u
-

in
g
 all d

ay
 an

d
 alm

o
st ev

ery
 n

ig
h
t.  T

h
e rem

o
n
stran

ces o
f

m
y
 frien

d
s term

in
ated

 in
 a ro

w
 an

d
 I b

ecam
e a lo

n
e w

o
lf.

T
h
ere w

ere m
an

y
 u

n
h
ap

p
y
 scen

es in
 o

u
r su

m
p
tu

o
u
s ap

art-

m
en

t.  T
h
ere h

ad
 b

een
 n

o
 real in

fid
elity, fo

r lo
y
alty

 to
 m

y

w
ife, h

elp
ed

 at tim
es b

y
 ex

trem
e d

ru
n
k
en

n
ess, k

ep
t m

e o
u
t

o
f th

o
se scrap

es.

In
 1

9
2

9
 I co

n
tracted

 g
o

lf fev
er.  W

e w
en

t at o
n

ce to

th
e co

u
n

try, m
y

 w
ife to

 ap
p

lau
d

 w
h

ile I started
 o

u
t to

o
v
ertak

e W
alter H

ag
en

. 1  L
iq

u
o
r cau

g
h
t u

p
 w

ith
 m

e m
u
ch

faster th
an

 I cam
e u

p
 b

eh
in

d
 W

alter.   I b
eg

an
 to

 b
e

jitte
ry

 in
 th

e
 m

o
rn

in
g

.  
G

o
lf p

e
rm

itte
d

 d
rin

k
in

g
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S

4ev
ery

 d
ay

 an
d

 ev
ery

 n
ig

h
t.  It w

as fu
n

 to
 caro

m
 aro

u
n

d

th
e ex

clu
siv

e co
u

rse w
h

ich
 h

ad
 in

sp
ired

 su
ch

 aw
e in

 m
e

as a lad
.  I acq

u
ired

 th
e im

p
eccab

le co
at o

f tan
 o

n
e sees

u
p
o
n
 th

e w
ell-to

-d
o
.  T

h
e lo

cal b
an

k
er w

atch
ed

 m
e w

h
irl

fat ch
eck

s in
 an

d
 o

u
t o

f h
is till w

ith
 am

u
sed

 sk
ep

ticism
.

A
b

ru
p

tly
 in

 O
cto

b
er 1

9
2

9
 h

ell b
ro

k
e lo

o
se o

n
 th

e N
ew

Y
o
rk

 sto
ck

 ex
ch

an
g
e.  A

fter o
n
e o

f th
o
se d

ay
s o

f in
fern

o
,

I w
o

b
b

led
 fro

m
 a h

o
tel b

ar to
 a b

ro
k

erag
e o

ffice.  It w
as

eig
h

t o
’clo

ck
—

fiv
e h

o
u

rs after th
e m

ark
et clo

sed
.  T

h
e

tick
er still clattered

.  I w
as starin

g
 at an

 in
ch

 o
f th

e tap
e

w
h

ich
 b

o
re th

e in
scrip

tio
n

 X
Y

Z
-3

2
.  It h

ad
 b

een
 5

2
 th

at

m
o

rn
in

g
.  I w

as fin
ish

ed
 an

d
 so

 w
ere m

an
y

 frien
d

s.  T
h

e

p
ap

ers rep
o

rted
 m

en
 ju

m
p

in
g

 to
 d

eath
 fro

m
 th

e to
w

ers

o
f H

ig
h

 F
in

an
ce.  T

h
at d

isg
u

sted
 m

e.  I w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t ju
m

p
.

I w
en

t b
ack

 to
 th

e b
ar.  M

y
 frien

d
s h

ad
 d

ro
p

p
ed

 sev
eral

m
illio

n
 sin

ce ten
 o

’clo
ck

—
so

 w
h

at?  T
o

m
o

rro
w

 w
as an

-

o
th

er d
ay.  A

s I d
ran

k
, th

e o
ld

 fierce d
eterm

in
atio

n
 to

 w
in

cam
e b

ack
.

N
ex

t m
o

rn
in

g
 I telep

h
o

n
ed

 a frien
d

 in
 M

o
n

treal.  H
e

h
ad

 p
len

ty
 o

f m
o

n
ey

 left an
d

 th
o

u
g

h
t I h

ad
 b

etter g
o

 to

C
an

ad
a.  B

y
 th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
 sp

rin
g

 w
e w

ere liv
in

g
 in

 o
u

r

accu
sto

m
ed

 sty
le.  I felt lik

e N
ap

o
leo

n
 retu

rn
in

g
 fro

m

E
lb

a. 2
,3  N

o
 S

t. H
elen

a fo
r m

e!
4

B
u

t d
rin

k
in

g
 cau

g
h

t u
p

w
ith

 m
e ag

ain
 an

d
 m

y
 g

en
ero

u
s frien

d
 h

ad
 to

 let m
e g

o
.

T
h

is tim
e w

e stay
ed

 b
ro

k
e.

W
e w

en
t to

 liv
e w

ith
 m

y
 w

ife’s p
aren

ts.  I fo
u

n
d

 a jo
b

;

th
en

 lo
st it as th

e resu
lt o

f a b
raw

l w
ith

 a tax
i d

riv
er.

M
ercifu

lly, n
o
 o

n
e co

u
ld

 g
u
ess th

at I w
as to

 h
av

e n
o
 real

em
p

lo
y

m
en

t fo
r fiv

e y
ears, o

r h
ard

ly
 d

raw
 a so

b
er

b
reath

.  M
y

 w
ife b

eg
an

 to
 w

o
rk

 in
 a d

ep
artm

en
t sto

re,

co
m

in
g

 h
o

m
e ex

h
au

sted
 to

 fin
d

 m
e d

ru
n

k
.
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I b
ecam

e an
 u

n
w

elco
m

e h
an

g
er-o

n
 at b

ro
k
erag

e p
laces.

L
iq

u
o

r ceased
 to

 b
e a lu

x
u

ry
; it b

ecam
e a n

ecessity.

“B
ath

tu
b

” g
in

, tw
o

 b
o

ttles a d
ay, an

d
 o

ften
 th

ree, g
o

t to

b
e ro

u
tin

e. 5  S
o

m
etim

es a sm
all d

eal w
o

u
ld

 n
et a few

h
u
n
d
red

 d
o
llars, an

d
 I w

o
u
ld

 p
ay

 m
y
 b

ills at th
e b

ars an
d

d
elicatessen

s.  T
h

is w
en

t o
n

 en
d

lessly, an
d

 I b
eg

an
 to

w
ak

en
 v

ery
 early

 in
 th

e m
o

rn
in

g
 sh

ak
in

g
 v

io
len

tly.  A

tu
m

b
ler fu

ll o
f g

in
 fo

llo
w

ed
 b

y
 h

alf a d
o

zen
 b

o
ttles o

f

b
eer w

o
u

ld
 b

e req
u

ired
 if I w

ere to
 eat an

y
 b

reak
fast.

N
ev

erth
eless, I still th

o
u
g
h
t I co

u
ld

 co
n
tro

l th
e situ

atio
n
,

an
d

 th
ere w

ere p
erio

d
s o

f so
b

riety
 w

h
ich

 ren
ew

ed
 m

y

w
ife’s h

o
p

e.

G
rad

u
ally

 th
in

g
s g

o
t w

o
rse.  T

h
e h

o
u
se w

as tak
en

 o
v
er

b
y
 th

e m
o
rtg

ag
e h

o
ld

er, m
y
 m

o
th

er-in
-law

 d
ied

, m
y
 w

ife

an
d
 fath

er-in
-law

 b
ecam

e ill.

T
h

en
 I g

o
t a p

ro
m

isin
g

 b
u

sin
ess o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ity.  S

to
ck

s

w
ere at th

e lo
w

 p
o
in

t o
f 1

9
3
2
, an

d
 I h

ad
 so

m
eh

o
w

 fo
rm

ed

a g
ro

u
p

 to
 b

u
y.  I w

as to
 sh

are g
en

ero
u

sly
 in

 th
e p

ro
fits.

T
h

en
 I w

en
t o

n
 a p

ro
d

ig
io

u
s b

en
d

er, an
d

 th
at ch

an
ce

v
an

ish
ed

.

I w
o
k
e u

p
.  T

h
is h

ad
 to

 b
e sto

p
p
ed

.  I saw
 I co

u
ld

 n
o
t tak

e

so
 m

u
ch

 as o
n
e d

rin
k
.  I w

as th
ro

u
g
h
 fo

rev
er.  B

efo
re th

en
, I

h
ad

 w
ritten

 lo
ts o

f sw
eet p

ro
m

ises, b
u
t m

y
 w

ife h
ap

p
ily

o
b
serv

ed
 th

at th
is tim

e I m
ean

t b
u
sin

ess.  A
n
d
 so

 I d
id

.

S
h
o
rtly

 afterw
ard

 I cam
e h

o
m

e d
ru

n
k
.  T

h
ere h

ad
 b

een
 n

o

fig
h
t.  W

h
ere h

ad
 b

een
 m

y
 h

ig
h
 reso

lv
e?  I sim

p
ly

 d
id

n
’t

k
n
o
w

.  It h
ad

n
’t ev

en
 co

m
e to

 m
in

d
.  S

o
m

eo
n
e h

ad
 p

u
sh

ed

a d
rin

k
 m

y
 w

ay, an
d
 I h

ad
 tak

en
 it.  W

as I crazy
?  I b

eg
an

 to

w
o
n
d
er, fo

r su
ch

 an
 ap

p
allin

g
 lack

 o
f p

ersp
ectiv

e seem
ed

n
ear b

ein
g
 ju

st th
at.

R
e
n

e
w

in
g

 m
y

 re
so

lv
e
, I trie

d
 a

g
a
in

.  S
o

m
e
 tim

e
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C
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6p
assed

, an
d

 co
n

fid
en

ce b
eg

an
 to

 b
e rep

laced
 b

y
 co

ck
-

su
ren

ess.  I co
u
ld

 lau
g
h
 at th

e g
in

 m
ills.  N

o
w

 I h
ad

 w
h
at

it tak
es!  O

n
e d

ay
 I w

alk
ed

 in
to

 a cafe to
 telep

h
o
n
e.  In

 n
o

tim
e I w

as b
eatin

g
 o

n
 th

e b
ar ask

in
g

 m
y

self h
o

w
 it h

ap
-

p
en

ed
.  A

s th
e w

h
isk

y
 ro

se to
 m

y
 h

ead
 I to

ld
 m

y
self I

w
o

u
ld

 m
an

ag
e b

etter n
ex

t tim
e, b

u
t I m

ig
h

t as w
ell g

et

g
o

o
d

 an
d

 d
ru

n
k

 th
en

.  A
n

d
 I d

id
.

T
h
e rem

o
rse, h

o
rro

r an
d
 h

o
p
elessn

ess o
f th

e n
ex

t m
o
rn

in
g

are u
n
fo

rg
ettab

le.  T
h
e co

u
rag

e to
 d

o
 b

attle w
as n

o
t th

ere.

M
y
 b

rain
 raced

 u
n
co

n
tro

llab
ly

 an
d
 th

ere w
as a terrib

le sen
se

o
f im

p
en

d
in

g
 calam

ity.  I h
ard

ly
 d

ared
 cro

ss th
e street, lest I

co
llap

se an
d
 b

e ru
n
 d

o
w

n
 b

y
 an

 early
 m

o
rn

in
g
 tru

ck
, fo

r it

w
as scarcely

 d
ay

lig
h
t.  A

n
 all n

ig
h
t p

lace su
p
p
lied

 m
e w

ith

a d
o
zen

 g
lasses o

f ale.  M
y
 w

rith
in

g
 n

erv
es w

ere stilled
 at

last.  A
 m

o
rn

in
g
 p

ap
er to

ld
 m

e th
e m

ark
et h

ad
 g

o
n
e to

 h
ell

ag
ain

.  W
ell, so

 h
ad

 I.  T
h
e m

ark
et w

o
u
ld

 reco
v
er, b

u
t I

w
o
u
ld

n
’t.  T

h
at w

as a h
ard

 th
o
u
g
h
t.  S

h
o
u
ld

 I k
ill m

y
self?

N
o
—

n
o
t n

o
w

.  T
h
en

 a m
en

tal fo
g
 settled

 d
o
w

n
.  G

in
 w

o
u
ld

fix
 th

at.  S
o
 tw

o
 b

o
ttles, an

d
—

o
b
liv

io
n
.

T
h

e
 m

in
d

 a
n

d
 b

o
d

y
 a

re
 m

a
rv

e
lo

u
s m

e
c
h

a
n

ism
s, fo

r

m
in

e en
d

u
red

 th
is ag

o
n

y
 tw

o
 m

o
re y

ears.  S
o

m
etim

es I

sto
le fro

m
 m

y
 w

ife’s slen
d

er p
u

rse w
h

en
 th

e m
o

rn
in

g

te
rro

r a
n

d
 m

a
d

n
e
ss w

e
re

 o
n

 m
e
.  A

g
a
in

 I sw
a
y

e
d

 d
iz

-

z
ily

 b
e
fo

re
 a

n
 o

p
e
n

 w
in

d
o

w
, o

r th
e
 m

e
d

ic
in

e
 c

a
b

in
e
t

w
h

ere th
ere w

as p
o

iso
n

, cu
rsin

g
 m

y
self fo

r a w
eak

lin
g

.

T
h

e
re

 w
e
re

 flig
h

ts fro
m

 c
ity

 to
 c

o
u

n
try

 a
n

d
 b

a
c
k

, a
s

m
y

 w
ife

 a
n

d
 I so

u
g

h
t e

sc
a
p

e
.  T

h
e
n

 c
a
m

e
 th

e
 n

ig
h

t

w
h

e
n

 th
e
 p

h
y

sic
a
l a

n
d

 m
e
n

ta
l to

rtu
re

 w
a
s so

 h
e
llish

 I

feared
 I w

o
u

ld
 b

u
rst th

ro
u

g
h

 m
y

 w
in

d
o

w
, sash

 an
d

 all.

S
o

m
e
h

o
w

 I m
a
n

a
g

e
d

 to
 d

ra
g

 m
y

 m
a
ttre

ss to
 a

 lo
w

e
r

flo
o

r, le
st I su

d
d

e
n

ly
 le

a
p

.  A
 d

o
c
to

r c
a
m

e
 w

ith
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a h
eav

y
 sed

ativ
e.  N

ex
t d

ay
 fo

u
n
d
 m

e d
rin

k
in

g
 b

o
th

 g
in

 an
d

sed
ativ

e.  T
h
is co

m
b
in

atio
n
 so

o
n
 lan

d
ed

 m
e o

n
 th

e ro
ck

s.

P
eo

p
le feared

 fo
r m

y
 san

ity.  S
o
 d

id
 I.  I co

u
ld

 eat little o
r

nothing w
hen drinking, and I w

as forty pounds under w
eight.

M
y
 b

ro
th

er-in
-law

 is a p
h
y
sician

, an
d
 th

ro
u
g
h
 h

is k
in

d
-

n
ess an

d
 th

at o
f m

y
 m

o
th

er I w
as p

laced
 in

 a n
atio

n
ally

-

k
n
o
w

n
 h

o
sp

ital fo
r th

e m
en

tal an
d
 p

h
y
sical reh

ab
ilitatio

n

o
f alco

h
o
lics.  U

n
d
er th

e so
-called

 b
ellad

o
n
n
a treatm

en
t m

y

brain cleared. 6 H
ydrotherapy and m

ild exercise helped m
uch.

B
est o

f all, I m
et a k

in
d
 d

o
cto

r w
h
o
 ex

p
lain

ed
 th

at th
o
u
g
h

certain
ly

 selfish
 an

d
 fo

o
lish

, I h
ad

 b
een

 serio
u
sly

 ill, b
o
d
ily

an
d
 m

en
tally.

It reliev
ed

 m
e so

m
ew

h
at to

 learn
 th

at in
 alco

h
o
lics th

e w
ill

is am
azin

g
ly

 w
eak

en
ed

 w
h
en

 it co
m

es to
 co

m
b
atin

g
 liq

u
o
r,

th
o
u
g
h
 it o

ften
 rem

ain
s stro

n
g
 in

 o
th

er resp
ects.  M

y
 in

-

cred
ib

le b
eh

av
io

r in
 th

e face o
f a d

esp
erate d

esire to
 sto

p

w
as ex

p
lain

ed
.  U

n
d
erstan

d
in

g
 m

y
self n

o
w

, I fared
 fo

rth
 in

h
ig

h
 h

o
p
e.  F

o
r th

ree fo
r fo

u
r m

o
n
th

s th
e g

o
o
se h

u
n
g
 h

ig
h
.  I

w
en

t to
 to

w
n
 reg

u
larly

 an
d
 ev

en
 m

ad
e a little m

o
n
ey.  S

u
rely

th
is w

as th
e an

sw
er—

self-k
n
o
w

led
g
e.

B
u
t it w

as n
o
t, fo

r th
e frig

h
tfu

l d
ay

 cam
e w

h
en

 I d
ran

k

o
n
ce m

o
re.  T

h
e cu

rv
e o

f m
y
 d

eclin
in

g
 m

o
ral an

d
 b

o
d
ily

h
ealth

 fell o
ff lik

e a sk
i-ju

m
p
.  A

fter a tim
e I retu

rn
ed

 to

th
e h

o
sp

ital.  T
h
is w

as th
e fin

ish
, th

e cu
rtain

, it seem
ed

 to

m
e.  M

y
 w

eary
 an

d
 d

esp
airin

g
 w

ife w
as in

fo
rm

ed
 th

at it

w
o
u
ld

 all en
d
 w

ith
 h

eart failu
re d

u
rin

g
 d

eliriu
m

 trem
en

s, o
r

I w
o
u
ld

 d
ev

elo
p
 a w

et b
rain

, p
erh

ap
s w

ith
in

 a y
ear.  S

h
e

w
o
u
ld

 so
o
n
 h

av
e to

 g
iv

e m
e o

v
er to

 th
e u

n
d
ertak

er o
r th

e

asy
lu

m
.

T
h

ey
 d

id
 n

o
t n

eed
 to

 tell m
e.  I k

n
ew

, an
d

 alm
o

st

w
elco

m
ed

 th
e id

ea.  It w
as a d

ev
astatin

g
 b

lo
w

 to
 m

y
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8p
rid

e.  I, w
h

o
 h

ad
 th

o
u

g
h

t so
 w

ell o
f m

y
self an

d
 m

y

ab
ilities, o

f m
y
 cap

acity
 to

 su
rm

o
u
n
t o

b
stacles, w

as co
r-

n
ered

 at last.  N
o

w
 I w

as to
 p

lu
n

g
e in

to
 th

e d
ark

, jo
in

in
g

th
at en

d
less p

ro
cessio

n
 o

f so
ts w

h
o

 h
ad

 g
o

n
e o

n
 b

efo
re.

I th
o

u
g

h
t o

f m
y

 p
o

o
r w

ife.  T
h

ere h
ad

 b
een

 m
u

ch
 h

ap
p

i-

n
ess after all.  W

h
at w

o
u

ld
 I n

o
t g

iv
e to

 m
ak

e am
en

d
s.

B
u

t th
at w

as o
v

er n
o

w
.

N
o

 w
o

rd
s can

 tell o
f th

e lo
n

elin
ess an

d
 d

esp
air I fo

u
n

d

in
 th

at b
itter m

o
rass o

f self-p
ity.  Q

u
ick

san
d

 stretch
ed

aro
u

n
d

 m
e in

 all d
irectio

n
s.  I h

ad
 m

et m
y

 m
atch

.  I h
ad

b
een

 o
v

erw
h

elm
ed

. A
lco

h
o

l w
as m

y
 m

aster.

T
rem

b
lin

g
, I step

p
ed

 fro
m

 th
e h

o
sp

ital a b
ro

k
en

 m
an

.

F
ear so

b
ered

 m
e fo

r a b
it.  T

h
en

 cam
e th

e in
sid

io
u

s

in
san

ity
 o

f th
at first d

rin
k

, an
d

 o
n

 A
rm

istice D
ay

 1
9

3
4

,

I w
as o

ff ag
ain

. 7  E
v

ery
o

n
e b

ecam
e resig

n
ed

 to
 th

e cer-

tain
ty

 th
at I w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e to

 b
e sh

u
t u

p
 so

m
ew

h
ere, o

r

w
o

u
ld

 stu
m

b
le alo

n
g

 to
 a m

iserab
le en

d
.  H

o
w

 d
ark

 it is

b
efo

re th
e d

aw
n

!  In
 reality

 th
at w

as th
e b

eg
in

n
in

g
 o

f

m
y

 last d
eb

au
ch

.  I w
as so

o
n

 to
 b

e catap
u

lted
 in

to
 w

h
at

I lik
e to

 call th
e fo

u
rth

 d
im

en
sio

n
 o

f ex
isten

ce.  I w
as to

k
n

o
w

 h
ap

p
in

ess, p
eace, an

d
 u

sefu
ln

ess, in
 a w

ay
 o

f life

th
at is in

cred
ib

ly
 m

o
re w

o
n

d
erfu

l as tim
e p

asses.

N
ear th

e en
d

 o
f th

at b
leak

 N
o

v
em

b
er, I sat d

rin
k

in
g

 in

m
y

 k
itch

en
.  W

ith
 a certain

 satisfactio
n

 I reflected
 th

ere

w
as en

o
u

g
h

 g
in

 co
n

cealed
 ab

o
u

t th
e h

o
u

se to
 carry

 m
e

th
ro

u
g

h
 th

at n
ig

h
t an

d
 th

e n
ex

t d
ay.  M

y
 w

ife w
as at

w
o

rk
.  I w

o
n

d
ered

 w
h

eth
er I d

ared
 h

id
e a fu

ll b
o

ttle o
f

g
in

 n
ear th

e h
ead

 o
f o

u
r b

ed
.  I w

o
u

ld
 n

eed
 it b

efo
re

d
ay

lig
h

t.

M
y

 m
u

sin
g

 w
as in

terru
p

ted
 b

y
 th

e telep
h

o
n

e.  T
h

e

ch
eery

 v
o

ice o
f an

 o
ld

 sch
o

o
l frien

d
 ask

ed
 if h

e m
ig

h
t
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co
m

e o
v

er.  H
e w

a
s so

b
er.  It w

as y
ears sin

ce I co
u

ld

rem
em

b
er h

is co
m

in
g

 to
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 in
 th

at co
n

d
itio

n
.  I

w
as am

azed
.  R

u
m

o
r h

ad
 it th

at h
e h

ad
 b

een
 co

m
m

itted

fo
r alco

h
o

lic in
san

ity.  I w
o

n
d

ered
 h

o
w

 h
e h

ad
 escap

ed
.

O
f co

u
rse h

e w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e d
in

n
er, an

d
 th

en
 I co

u
ld

 d
rin

k

o
p

en
ly

 w
ith

 h
im

.  U
n

m
in

d
fu

l o
f h

is w
elfare, I th

o
u

g
h

t

o
n

ly
 o

f recap
tu

rin
g

 th
e sp

irit o
f o

th
er d

ay
s.  T

h
ere w

as

th
at tim

e w
e h

ad
 ch

artered
 an

 airp
lan

e to
 co

m
p
lete a jag

!

H
is co

m
in

g
 w

as an
 o

asis in
 th

is d
reary

 d
esert o

f fu
tility.

T
h

e v
ery

 th
in

g
—

an
 o

asis!  D
rin

k
ers are lik

e th
at.

T
h
e d

o
o
r o

p
en

ed
 an

d
 h

e sto
o
d
 th

ere, fresh
-sk

in
n
ed

 an
d

g
lo

w
in

g
.  T

h
ere w

as so
m

eth
in

g
 ab

o
u

t h
is ey

es.  H
e w

as

in
ex

p
licab

ly
 d

ifferen
t.  W

h
at h

ad
 h

ap
p
en

ed
?

I p
u
sh

ed
 a d

rin
k
 acro

ss th
e tab

le.  H
e refu

sed
 it.  D

isap
-

p
o

in
ted

 b
u

t cu
rio

u
s, I w

o
n

d
ered

 w
h

at h
ad

 g
o

t in
to

 th
e

fello
w

.  H
e w

asn
’t h

im
self.

“C
o

m
e, w

h
at’s th

is all ab
o

u
t?” I q

u
eried

.

H
e lo

o
k

ed
 straig

h
t at m

e.  S
im

p
ly, b

u
t sm

ilin
g

ly, h
e

said
, “I’v

e g
o
t relig

io
n
.”

I w
as ag

h
ast.  S

o
 th

at w
as it—

last su
m

m
er an

 alco
h
o
lic

crack
p

o
t; n

o
w

, I su
sp

ected
, a little crack

ed
 ab

o
u

t reli-

g
io

n
.  H

e h
ad

 th
at starry

-ey
ed

 lo
o
k
.  Y

es, th
e o

ld
 b

o
y
 w

as

o
n
 fire all rig

h
t.  B

u
t b

less h
is h

eart, let h
im

 ran
t!  B

esid
es,

m
y
 g

in
 w

o
u
ld

 last lo
n
g
er th

an
 h

is p
reach

in
g
.

B
u

t h
e d

id
 n

o
 ran

tin
g

.  In
 a m

atter o
f fact w

ay
 h

e to
ld

h
o
w

 tw
o
 m

en
 h

ad
 ap

p
eared

 in
 co

u
rt, p

ersu
ad

in
g
 th

e ju
d
g
e

to
 su

sp
en

d
 h

is co
m

m
itm

en
t.  T

h
ey

 h
ad

 to
ld

 o
f a sim

p
le

relig
io

u
s id

ea an
d
 a p

ractical p
ro

g
ram

 o
f actio

n
.  T

h
at w

as

tw
o

 m
o

n
th

s ag
o

 an
d

 th
e resu

lt w
as self-ev

id
en

t.  It

w
o

rk
ed

!

H
e h

ad
 co

m
e to

 p
ass h

is ex
p

erien
ce alo

n
g

 to
 m

e—
if
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I cared
 to

 h
av

e it.  I w
as sh

o
ck

ed
, b

u
t in

terested
.  C

er-

tain
ly

 I w
as in

terested
.  I h

ad
 to

 b
e, fo

r I w
as h

o
p
eless.

H
e talk

ed
 fo

r h
o
u
rs.  C

h
ild

h
o
o
d
 m

em
o
ries ro

se b
efo

re

m
e.  I co

u
ld

 alm
o
st h

ear th
e so

u
n
d
 o

f th
e p

reach
er’s v

o
ice

as I sat, o
n
 still S

u
n
d
ay

s, w
ay

 o
v
er th

ere o
n
 th

e h
illsid

e;

th
ere w

as th
at p

ro
ffered

 tem
p
eran

ce p
led

g
e I n

ev
er sig

n
ed

;

m
y
 g

ran
d
fath

er’s g
o
o
d
 n

atu
red

 co
n
tem

p
t o

f so
m

e ch
u
rch

fo
lk

 an
d
 th

eir d
o
in

g
s; h

is in
sisten

ce th
at th

e sp
h
eres really

h
ad

 th
eir m

u
sic; b

u
t h

is d
en

ial o
f th

e p
reach

er’s rig
h
t to

 tell

h
im

 h
o
w

 h
e m

u
st listen

; h
is fearlessn

ess as h
e sp

o
k
e o

f

th
ese th

in
g
s ju

st b
efo

re h
e d

ied
; th

ese reco
llectio

n
s w

elled

u
p
 fro

m
 th

e p
ast.  T

h
ey

 m
ad

e m
e sw

allo
w

 h
ard

.

T
h

at w
ar-tim

e d
ay

 in
 o

ld
 W

in
ch

ester C
ath

ed
ral cam

e

b
ack

 ag
ain

.

I h
ad

 alw
ay

s b
eliev

ed
 in

 a P
o
w

er g
reater th

an
 m

y
self.  I

h
ad

 o
ften

 p
o

n
d

ered
 th

ese th
in

g
s.  I w

as n
o

t an
 ath

eist.

F
ew

 p
eo

p
le really

 are, fo
r th

at m
ean

s b
lin

d
 faith

 in
 th

e

stran
g

e p
ro

p
o

sitio
n

 th
at th

is u
n

iv
erse o

rig
in

ated
 in

 a ci-

p
h

er an
d

 aim
lessly

 ru
sh

es n
o

w
h

ere.  M
y

 in
tellectu

al h
e-

ro
es, th

e ch
em

ists, th
e astro

n
o

m
ers, ev

en
 th

e ev
o

lu
tio

n
-

ists, su
g

g
ested

 v
ast law

s an
d

 fo
rces at w

o
rk

.  D
esp

ite

co
n

trary
  in

d
icatio

n
s, I h

ad
 little d

o
u

b
t th

at a m
ig

h
ty

p
u
rp

o
se an

d
 rh

y
th

m
 u

n
d
erlay

 all.  H
o
w

 co
u
ld

 th
ere b

e so

m
u
ch

 o
f p

recise an
d
 im

m
u
tab

le law
, an

d
 n

o
 in

tellig
en

ce?

I sim
p

ly
 h

ad
 to

 b
eliev

e in
 a S

p
irit o

f th
e U

n
iv

erse, w
h

o

k
n

ew
 n

eith
er tim

e n
o

r lim
itatio

n
.  B

u
t th

at w
as as far as

I h
ad

 g
o
n
e.

W
ith

 m
in

isters, an
d
 th

e w
o
rld

’s relig
io

n
s, I p

arted
 rig

h
t

th
ere.  W

h
en

 th
ey

 talk
ed

 o
f a G

o
d

 p
erso

n
al to

 m
e, w

h
o

w
as lo

v
e, su

p
erh

u
m

an
 stren

g
th

 an
d

 d
irectio

n
, I b

ecam
e

irritated
 an

d
 m

y
 m

in
d
 sn

ap
p
ed

 sh
u
t ag

ain
st su

ch
 a th

eo
ry.
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T
o

 C
h

rist I co
n

ced
ed

 th
e certain

ty
 o

f a g
reat m

an
, n

o
t

to
o

 clo
sely

 fo
llo

w
ed

 b
y

 th
o

se w
h

o
 claim

ed
 H

im
.  H

is

m
o

ral teach
in

g
—

m
o

st ex
cellen

t.  F
o

r m
y

self, I h
ad

ad
o

p
ted

 th
o

se p
arts w

h
ich

 seem
ed

 co
n

v
en

ien
t an

d
 n

o
t

to
o

 d
ifficu

lt; th
e rest I d

isreg
ard

ed
.

T
h
e w

ars w
h
ich

 h
ad

 b
een

 fo
u
g
h
t, th

e b
u
rn

in
g
s an

d
 ch

i-

can
ery

 th
at relig

io
u

s d
isp

u
te h

ad
 facilitated

, m
ad

e m
e

sick
.  I h

o
n

estly
 d

o
u

b
ted

 w
h

eth
er, o

n
 b

alan
ce, th

e reli-

g
io

n
s o

f m
an

k
in

d
 h

ad
 d

o
n
e an

y
 g

o
o
d
.  Ju

d
g
in

g
 fro

m
 w

h
at

I h
ad

 seen
 in

 E
u

ro
p

e an
d

 sin
ce, th

e p
o

w
er o

f G
o

d
 in

h
u
m

an
 affairs w

as n
eg

lig
ib

le, th
e B

ro
th

erh
o
o
d
 o

f M
an

 a

g
rim

 jest.  If th
ere w

as a D
ev

il, h
e seem

ed
 th

e B
o

ss U
n

i-

v
ersal, an

d
 h

e certain
ly

 h
ad

 m
e.

B
u

t m
y

 frien
d

 sat b
efo

re m
e, an

d
 h

e m
ad

e th
e p

o
in

t-

b
lan

k
 d

eclaratio
n

 th
at G

o
d

 h
ad

 d
o

n
e fo

r h
im

 w
h

at h
e

co
u

ld
 n

o
t d

o
 fo

r h
im

self.  H
is h

u
m

an
 w

ill h
ad

 failed
.

D
o
cto

rs h
ad

 p
ro

n
o
u
n
ced

 h
im

 in
cu

rab
le.  S

o
ciety

 w
as ab

o
u
t

to
 lo

ck
 h

im
 u

p
.  L

ik
e m

y
self, h

e h
ad

 ad
m

itted
 co

m
p

lete

d
efeat.  T

h
en

 h
e h

ad
, in

 effect, b
een

 raised
 fro

m
 th

e d
ead

,

su
d

d
en

ly
 tak

en
 fro

m
 th

e scrap
 h

eap
 to

 a lev
el o

f life

b
etter th

an
 th

e b
est h

e h
ad

 ev
er k

n
o

w
n

!

H
ad

 th
is p

o
w

er o
rig

in
ated

 in
 h

im
?  O

b
v

io
u

sly
 it h

ad

n
o

t.  T
h

ere h
ad

 b
een

 n
o

 m
o

re p
o

w
er in

 h
im

 th
an

 th
ere

w
as in

 m
e at th

e m
in

u
te; an

d
 th

is w
as n

o
n

e at all.

T
h

at flo
o

red
 m

e.  It b
eg

an
 to

 lo
o

k
 as th

o
u

g
h

 relig
io

u
s

p
eo

p
le w

ere rig
h

t after all.  H
ere w

as so
m

eth
in

g
 at w

o
rk

in
 a h

u
m

an
 h

eart w
h

ich
 h

ad
 d

o
n

e th
e im

p
o

ssib
le.  M

y

id
eas ab

o
u

t m
iracles w

ere d
rastically

 rev
ised

 rig
h

t th
en

.

N
ev

er m
in

d
 th

e m
u

sty
 p

ast; h
ere sat a m

iracle d
irectly

acro
ss th

e k
itch

en
 tab

le.  H
e sh

o
u

ted
 g

reat tid
in

g
s.

I saw
 th

at m
y

 frien
d

 w
as m

u
ch

 m
o

re th
an

 in
w

ard
ly
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reo
rg

an
ized

.  H
e w

as o
n

 a d
ifferen

t fo
o

tin
g

.  H
is ro

o
ts

g
rasp

ed
 a n

ew
 so

il.

D
esp

ite th
e liv

in
g
 ex

am
p
le o

f m
y
 frien

d
 th

ere rem
ain

ed
 in

m
e th

e v
estig

es o
f m

y
 o

ld
 p

reju
d
ice.  T

h
e w

o
rd

 G
o
d
 still

aro
u
sed

 a certain
 an

tip
ath

y.  W
h
en

 th
e th

o
u
g
h
t w

as ex
-

p
ressed

 th
at th

ere m
ig

h
t b

e a G
o
d
 p

erso
n
al to

 m
e th

is

feelin
g
 w

as in
ten

sified
.  I d

id
n
’t lik

e th
e id

ea.  I co
u
ld

 g
o
 fo

r

su
ch

 co
n
cep

tio
n
s as C

reativ
e In

tellig
en

ce, U
n
iv

ersal M
in

d

o
r S

p
irit o

f N
atu

re b
u
t I resisted

 th
e th

o
u
g
h
t o

f a C
zar o

f

th
e H

eav
en

s, h
o
w

ev
er lo

v
in

g
 H

is sw
ay

 m
ig

h
t b

e. 8  I h
av

e

sin
ce talk

ed
 w

ith
 sco

res o
f m

en
 w

h
o
 felt th

e sam
e w

ay.

M
y
 frien

d su
g
g
ested

 w
h
at th

en
 seem

ed
 a n

o
v
el id

ea.  H
e

said
,“

W
h
y d

o
n
’t yo

u
 ch

o
o
se yo

u
r o

w
n
 co

n
cep

tio
n
 o

f G
o
d
?
”

T
h

at statem
en

t h
it m

e h
ard

.  It m
elted

 th
e icy

 in
tellec-

tu
al m

o
u
n
tain

 in
 w

h
o
se sh

ad
o
w

 I h
ad

 liv
ed

 an
d
 sh

iv
ered

m
an

y
 y

ears.  I sto
o

d
 in

 th
e su

n
lig

h
t at last.

It w
a

s o
n

ly a
 m

a
tter o

f b
ein

g
 w

illin
g

 to
 b

elieve in
 a

P
o

w
er g

rea
ter th

a
n

 m
yself.  N

o
th

in
g

 m
o

re w
a

s req
u

ired

o
f m

e to
 m

a
ke m

y b
eg

in
n

in
g

.  I saw
 th

at g
ro

w
th

 co
u

ld

start fro
m

 th
at p

o
in

t.  U
p

o
n

 a fo
u

n
d

atio
n

 o
f co

m
p

lete

w
illin

g
n
ess I m

ig
h
t b

u
ild

 w
h
at I saw

 in
 m

y
 frien

d
.  W

o
u
ld

I h
av

e it?  O
f co

u
rse I w

o
u

ld
!

T
h

u
s w

as I co
n

v
in

ced
 th

at G
o

d
 is co

n
cern

ed
 w

ith
 u

s

h
u
m

an
s w

h
en

 w
e w

an
t H

im
 en

o
u
g
h
.  A

t lo
n
g
 last I saw

, I

felt, I b
eliev

ed
.  S

cales o
f p

rid
e an

d
 p

reju
d
ice fell fro

m
 m

y

ey
es.  A

 n
ew

 w
o

rld
 cam

e in
to

 v
iew

.

T
h

e real sig
n

ifican
ce o

f m
y

 ex
p

erien
ce in

 th
e C

ath
e-

d
ral b

u
rst u

p
o

n
 m

e.  F
o

r a b
rief m

o
m

en
t, I h

ad
 n

eed
ed

an
d

 w
an

ted
 G

o
d

.  T
h

ere h
ad

 b
een

 a h
u

m
b

le w
illin

g
n

ess

to
 h

a
v

e
 H

im
 w

ith
 m

e
—

a
n

d
 H

e
 c

a
m

e
.  B

u
t so

o
n

 th
e

se
n

se
 o

f H
is p

re
se

n
c

e
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 b
lo

tte
d

 o
u

t b
y
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w
o

rld
ly

 clam
o

rs, m
o

stly
 th

o
se w

ith
in

 m
y

self.  A
n

d
 so

 it

h
ad

 b
een

 ev
er sin

ce.  H
o

w
 b

lin
d

 I h
ad

 b
een

.

A
t th

e h
o
sp

ital I w
as sep

arated
 fro

m
 alco

h
o
l fo

r th
e last

tim
e.  T

reatm
en

t seem
ed

 w
ise, fo

r I sh
o

w
ed

 sig
n

s o
f

d
eliriu

m
 trem

en
s.

T
h
ere I h

u
m

b
ly

 o
ffered

 m
y
self to

 G
o
d
, as I th

en
 u

n
d
er-

sto
o
d
 H

im
, to

 d
o
 w

ith
 m

e as H
e w

o
u
ld

.  I p
laced

 m
y
self

u
n
reserv

ed
ly

 u
n
d
er H

is care an
d
 d

irectio
n
.  I ad

m
itted

 fo
r

th
e first tim

e th
at o

f m
y
self I w

as n
o
th

in
g
; th

at w
ith

o
u
t H

im

I w
as lo

st.  I ru
th

lessly
 faced

 m
y
 sin

s an
d
 b

ecam
e w

illin
g
 to

h
av

e m
y
 n

ew
-fo

u
n
d
 F

rien
d
 tak

e th
em

 aw
ay, ro

o
t an

d
 b

ran
ch

.

I h
av

e n
o
t h

ad
 a d

rin
k
 sin

ce.

M
y
 sch

o
o
lm

ate v
isited

 m
e, an

d
 I fu

lly
 acq

u
ain

ted
 h

im

w
ith m

y problem
s and deficiencies.  W

e m
ade a list of people

I h
ad

 h
u
rt o

r to
w

ard
 w

h
o
m

 I felt resen
tm

en
t.  I ex

p
ressed

m
y
 en

tire w
illin

g
n
ess to

 ap
p
ro

ach
 th

ese in
d
iv

id
u
als, ad

m
it-

tin
g
 m

y
 w

ro
n
g
.  N

ev
er w

as I to
 b

e critical o
f th

em
.  I w

as to

rig
h
t all su

ch
 m

atters to
 th

e u
tm

o
st o

f m
y
 ab

ility.

I w
as to

 test m
y

 th
in

k
in

g
 b

y
 th

e n
ew

 G
o

d
-co

n
scio

u
s-

n
ess w

ith
in

.  C
o
m

m
o
n
 sen

se w
o
u
ld

 th
u
s b

eco
m

e u
n
co

m
-

m
o

n
 sen

se.  I w
as to

 sit q
u

ietly
 w

h
en

 in
 d

o
u

b
t, ask

in
g

o
n

ly
 fo

r d
irectio

n
 an

d
 stren

g
th

 to
 m

eet m
y

 p
ro

b
lem

s as

H
e w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e m

e.  N
ev

er w
as I to

 p
ray

 fo
r m

y
self,

ex
cep

t as m
y

 req
u

ests b
o

re o
n

 m
y

 u
sefu

ln
ess to

 o
th

ers.

T
h
en

 o
n
ly

 m
ig

h
t I ex

p
ect to

 receiv
e.  B

u
t th

at w
o
u
ld

 b
e in

g
reat m

easu
re.

M
y

 frien
d

 p
ro

m
ised

 w
h

en
 th

ese th
in

g
s w

ere d
o

n
e I

w
o

u
ld

 en
ter u

p
o

n
 a n

ew
 relatio

n
sh

ip
 w

ith
 m

y
 C

reato
r;

th
at I w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e th

e elem
en

ts o
f a w

ay
 o

f liv
in

g
 w

h
ich

an
sw

ered
 all m

y
 p

ro
b

lem
s.  B

elief in
 th

e p
o

w
er o

f G
o

d
,

p
lu

s e
n

o
u

g
h

 w
illin

g
n

e
ss, h

o
n

e
sty

 a
n

d
 h

u
m

ility
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to
 estab

lish
 an

d
 m

ain
tain

 th
e n

ew
 o

rd
er o

f th
in

g
s, w

ere

th
e essen

tial req
u
irem

en
ts.

S
im

p
le, b

u
t n

o
t easy

; a p
rice h

ad
 to

 b
e p

aid
.  It m

ean
t

d
estru

ctio
n
 o

f self-cen
tered

n
ess.  I m

u
st tu

rn
 in

 all th
in

g
s

to
 th

e F
ath

er o
f L

ig
h

t w
h

o
 p

resid
es o

v
er u

s all.

T
h

ese w
ere rev

o
lu

tio
n

ary
 an

d
 d

rastic p
ro

p
o

sals, b
u

t

th
e m

o
m

en
t I fu

lly
 accep

ted
 th

em
, th

e effect w
as electric.

T
h

ere w
as a sen

se o
f v

icto
ry, fo

llo
w

ed
 b

y
 su

ch
 a p

eace

an
d

 seren
ity

 as I h
ad

 n
ev

er k
n

o
w

n
.  T

h
ere w

as u
tter

co
n
fid

en
ce.  I felt lifted

 u
p
, as th

o
u
g
h
 th

e g
reat clean

 w
in

d

o
f a m

o
u
n
tain

 to
p
 b

lew
 th

ro
u
g
h
 an

d
 th

ro
u
g
h
.  G

o
d
 co

m
es

to
 m

o
st m

en
 g

rad
u
ally, b

u
t H

is im
p
act o

n
 m

e w
as su

d
d
en

an
d

 p
ro

fo
u

n
d

.

F
o
r a m

o
m

en
t I w

as alarm
ed

, an
d
 called

 m
y
 frien

d
, th

e

d
o

cto
r, to

 ask
 if I w

ere still san
e.  H

e listen
ed

 in
 w

o
n

d
er

as I talk
ed

.

F
in

ally
 h

e sh
o
o
k
 h

is h
ead

 say
in

g
, “S

o
m

eth
in

g
 h

as h
ap

-

p
en

ed
 to

 y
o

u
 I d

o
n

’t u
n

d
erstan

d
.  B

u
t y

o
u

 h
ad

 b
etter

h
an

g
 o

n
 to

 it.  A
n
y
th

in
g
 is b

etter th
an

 th
e w

ay
 y

o
u
 w

ere.”

T
h

e g
o

o
d

 d
o

cto
r n

o
w

 sees m
an

y
 m

en
 w

h
o

 h
av

e su
ch

ex
p

erien
ces.  H

e k
n

o
w

s th
at th

ey
 are real.

W
h
ile I lay

 in
 th

e h
o
sp

ital th
e th

o
u
g
h
t cam

e th
at th

ere

w
ere th

o
u
san

d
s o

f h
o
p
eless alco

h
o
lics w

h
o
 m

ig
h
t b

e g
lad

to
 h

av
e w

h
at h

ad
 b

een
 so

 freely
 g

iv
en

 m
e.  P

erh
ap

s I co
u
ld

h
elp

 so
m

e o
f th

em
.  T

h
ey

 in
 tu

rn
 m

ig
h
t w

o
rk

 w
ith

 o
th

ers.

M
y

 frien
d

 h
ad

 em
p

h
asized

 th
e ab

so
lu

te n
ecessity

 o
f

d
em

o
n

stratin
g

 th
ese p

rin
cip

les in
 all m

y
 affairs.  P

ar-

ticu
larly

 w
as it im

p
erativ

e to
 w

o
rk

 w
ith

 o
th

ers as h
e

h
ad

 w
o

rk
ed

 w
ith

 m
e.  F

aith
 w

ith
o

u
t w

o
rk

s w
as d

ead
, h

e

said
.  A

n
d

 h
o

w
 ap

p
allin

g
ly

 tru
e fo

r th
e alco

h
o

lic!  F
o

r if

a
n

 a
lc

o
h

o
lic

 fa
ile

d
 to

 p
e

rfe
c

t a
n

d
 e

n
la

rg
e

 h
is
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sp
iritu

al life th
ro

u
g
h
 w

o
rk

 an
d
 self-sacrifice fo

r o
th

ers, h
e

co
u
ld

 n
o
t su

rv
iv

e th
e certain

 trials an
d
 lo

w
 sp

o
ts ah

ead
.  If

h
e d

id
 n

o
t w

o
rk

, h
e w

o
u
ld

 su
rely

 d
rin

k
 ag

ain
, an

d
 if h

e

d
ran

k
, h

e w
o
u
ld

 su
rely

 d
ie.  T

h
en

 faith
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e d

ead
 in

-

d
eed

.  W
ith

 u
s it is ju

st lik
e th

at.

M
y
 w

ife an
d
 I ab

an
d
o
n
ed

 o
u
rselv

es w
ith

 en
th

u
siasm

 to
 th

e

idea of helping other alcoholics to a solution of their problem
s.

It w
as fortunate, for m

y old business associates rem
ained skep-

tical for a year and a half, during w
hich I found little w

ork.  I w
as

not too w
ell at the tim

e, and w
as plagued by w

aves of self-pity

an
d
 resen

tm
en

t.  T
h
is so

m
etim

es n
early

 d
ro

v
e m

e b
ack

 to

d
rin

k
, b

u
t I so

o
n
 fo

u
n
d
  th

at w
h
en

 all o
th

er m
easu

res failed
,

w
ork w

ith another alcoholic w
ould save the day.  M

any tim
es

I have gone to m
y old hospital in despair.  O

n talking to a m
an

th
ere, I w

o
u
ld

 b
e am

azin
g
ly

 lifted
 u

p
 an

d
 set o

n
 m

y
 feet.  It is

a design for living that w
orks in rough going.

W
e co

m
m

en
ced

 to
 m

ak
e m

an
y

 fast frien
d

s an
d

 a fel-

lo
w

sh
ip

 h
a
s g

ro
w

n
 u

p
 a

m
o

n
g

 u
s o

f w
h

ic
h

 it is a
 w

o
n

-

d
erfu

l th
in

g
 to

 feel a p
art.  T

h
e jo

y
 o

f liv
in

g
 w

e really

h
a
v

e
, e

v
e
n

 u
n

d
e
r p

re
ssu

re
 a

n
d

 d
iffic

u
lty.  I h

a
v

e
 se

e
n

h
u

n
d

re
d

s o
f fa

m
ilie

s se
t th

e
ir fe

e
t in

 th
e
 p

a
th

 th
a
t

really
 g

o
es so

m
ew

h
ere; h

av
e seen

 th
e m

o
st im

p
o

ssib
le

d
o

m
estic situ

atio
n

s rig
h

ted
; feu

d
s an

d
 b

ittern
ess o

f all

so
rts w

ip
ed

 o
u

t.  I h
av

e seen
 m

en
 co

m
e o

u
t o

f asy
lu

m
s

a
n

d
 re

su
m

e
 a

 v
ita

l p
la

c
e
 in

 th
e
 liv

e
s o

f th
e
ir fa

m
ilie

s

an
d

 co
m

m
u

n
ities.  B

u
sin

ess an
d

 p
ro

fessio
n

al m
en

 h
av

e

reg
ain

ed
 th

eir stan
d

in
g

.  T
h

ere is scarcely
 an

y
 fo

rm
 o

f

tro
u
b
le an

d
 m

isery
 w

h
ich

 h
as n

o
t b

een
 o

v
erco

m
e am

o
n
g

u
s.  In

 o
n

e
 w

e
ste

rn
 c

ity
 a

n
d

 its e
n

v
iro

n
s th

e
re

 a
re

 o
n

e

th
o

u
sa

n
d

 o
f u

s a
n

d
 o

u
r fa

m
ilie

s.  W
e
 m

e
e
t fre

q
u

e
n

tly

s
o

 
th

a
t 

n
e

w
c

o
m

e
rs

 
m

a
y

 
fin

d
 

th
e

 
fe

llo
w

s
h

ip
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th
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t th
ese in

fo
rm

al g
ath

erin
g

s o
n

e m
ay

 o
ften

see fro
m

 5
0

 to
 2

0
0

 p
erso

n
s.  W

e are g
ro

w
in

g
 in

 n
u

m
b

ers

an
d

 p
o

w
er.

A
n

 alco
h

o
lic in

 h
is cu

p
s is an

 u
n

lo
v

ely
 creatu

re.  O
u

r

stru
g

g
les w

ith
 th

em
 are v

ario
u

sly
 stren

u
o

u
s, co

m
ic, an

d

trag
ic.  O

n
e p

o
o

r ch
ap

 co
m

m
itted

 su
icid

e in
 m

y
 h

o
m

e.

H
e co

u
ld

 n
o

t, o
r w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t, see o

u
r w

ay
 o

f life.

T
h

ere is, h
o

w
ev

er a v
ast am

o
u

n
t o

f fu
n

 ab
o

u
t it all.  I

su
p
p
o
se so

m
e w

o
u
ld

 b
e sh

o
ck

ed
 at o

u
r seem

in
g
 w

o
rld

li-

n
ess an

d
 lev

ity.  B
u

t ju
st u

n
d

ern
eath

 th
ere is d

ead
ly

 ear-

n
estn

ess.  F
aith

 h
as to

 w
o

rk
 tw

en
ty

-fo
u

r h
o

u
rs a d

ay
 in

an
d

 th
ro

u
g

h
 u

s, o
r w

e p
erish

.

M
o
st o
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s feel w

e n
eed

 lo
o
k
 n

o
 fu

rth
er fo

r U
to

p
ia.  W

e

h
av

e it w
ith

 u
s rig

h
t h

ere an
d
 n

o
w

.  E
ach

 d
ay

 m
y
 frien

d
’s

sim
p

le talk
 in

 o
u

r k
itch

en
 m

u
ltip

lies itself in
 a w

id
en

in
g

circle o
f p

eace o
n
 earth

 an
d
 g

o
o
d
 w

ill to
 m

en
.
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