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co
m

m
en

ce sh
o

u
ld

er to
 sh

o
u

ld
er y

o
u

r co
m

m
o

n
 jo

u
rn

ey.

T
h

en
 y

o
u

 w
ill k

n
o

w
 w

h
at it m

ean
s to

 g
iv

e o
f y

o
u

rself

th
at o

th
ers m

ay
 su

rv
iv

e an
d

 red
isco

v
er life.  Y

o
u

 w
ill

learn
 th

e fu
ll m

ean
in

g
 o

f “L
o
v
e th

y
 n

eig
h
b
o
r as th

y
self.”

It m
ay

 seem
 in

cred
ib

le th
at th

ese m
en

 are to
 b

eco
m

e

h
ap

p
y, resp

ected
, an

d
 u

sefu
l o

n
ce m

o
re.  H

o
w

 can
 th

ey

rise o
u

t o
f su

ch
 m

isery, b
ad

 rep
u

te an
d

 h
o

p
elessn

ess?

T
h

e p
ractical an

sw
er is th

at sin
ce th

ese th
in

g
s h

av
e h

ap
-

p
en

ed
 am

o
n

g
 u

s, th
ey

 can
 h

ap
p

en
 w

ith
 y

o
u

.  S
h

o
u

ld

y
o
u
 w

ish
 th

em
 ab

o
v
e all else, an

d
 b

e w
illin

g
 to

 m
ak

e u
se

o
f o

u
r ex

p
erien

ce, w
e are su

re th
ey

 w
ill co

m
e.  T

h
e ag

e

o
f m

iracles is still w
ith

 u
s.  O

u
r o

w
n

 reco
v

ery
 p

ro
v

es

th
a
t!

O
u

r h
o

p
e is th

at w
h

en
 th

is ch
ip

 o
f a b

o
o

k
 is lau

n
ch

ed

o
n

 th
e w

o
rld

 tid
e o

f alco
h

o
lism

, d
efeated

 d
rin

k
ers w

ill

seize u
p

o
n

 it, to
 fo

llo
w

 its su
g

g
estio

n
s.  M

an
y, w

e are

su
re, w

ill rise to
 th

eir feet an
d

 m
arch

 o
n

.  T
h

ey
 w

ill

ap
p

ro
ach

 still o
th

er sick
 o

n
es an

d
 fello

w
sh

ip
s o

f A
lco

-

h
o

lics A
n

o
n

y
m

o
u

s m
ay

 sp
rin

g
 u

p
 in

 each
 city

 an
d

 h
am

-

let, h
av

en
s fo

r th
o

se w
h

o
 m

u
st fin

d
 a w

ay
 o

u
t.

In
 th

e ch
ap

ter “W
o

rk
in

g
 W

ith
 O

th
ers” y

o
u
 g

ath
ered

 an

id
ea o

f h
o

w
 w

e ap
p

ro
ach

 an
d

 aid
 o

th
ers to

 h
ealth

.  S
u

p
-

p
o
se n

o
w

 th
at th

ro
u
g
h
 y

o
u
 sev

eral fam
ilies h

av
e ad

o
p
ted

th
is w

ay
 o

f life.  Y
o

u
 w

ill w
an

t to
 k

n
o

w
 m

o
re o

f h
o

w
 to

p
ro

ceed
 fro

m
 th

at p
o

in
t.  P

erh
ap

s th
e b

est w
ay

 o
f treat-

in
g
 y

o
u
 to

 a g
lim

p
se o

f y
o
u
r fu

tu
re w

ill b
e to

 d
escrib

e th
e

g
ro

w
th

 o
f th

e fello
w

sh
ip

 am
o

n
g

 u
s.  H

ere is a b
rief ac-

co
u
n
t:

Y
e
a
rs a

g
o

, in
 1

9
3

5
, o

n
e
 o

f o
u

r n
u

m
b

e
r m

a
d

e
 a

 jo
u

r-

n
e
y

 to
 a

 c
e
rta

in
 w

e
ste

rn
 c

ity.  F
ro

m
 a

 b
u

sin
e
ss sta

n
d

-

p
o

in
t, h

is trip
 c

a
m

e
 o

ff b
a
d

ly.  H
a
d

 h
e
 b

e
e
n

 su
c
-
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cessfu
l in

 h
is en

terp
rise, h

e w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e  b
een

 set o
n

 h
is

feet fin
an

cially
 w

h
ich

, at th
e tim

e, seem
ed

 v
itally

 im
p
o
r-

tan
t.  B

u
t h

is v
en

tu
re w

o
u

n
d

 u
p

 in
 a law

 su
it an

d
 b

o
g

g
ed

d
o
w

n
 co

m
p
letely.  T

h
e p

ro
ceed

in
g
 w

as sh
o
t th

ro
u
g
h
 w

ith

m
u
ch

 h
ard

 feelin
g
 an

d
 co

n
tro

v
ersy.

B
itterly

 d
isco

u
rag

ed
, h

e fo
u
n
d
 h

im
self in

 a stran
g
e p

lace,

d
iscred

ited
 an

d
 alm

o
st b

ro
k
e.  S

till p
h
y
sically

 w
eak

, an
d

so
b
er b

u
t a few

 m
o
n
th

s, h
e saw

 th
at h

is p
red

icam
en

t w
as

d
an

g
ero

u
s.  H

e w
an

ted
 so

 m
u

ch
 to

 talk
 w

ith
 so

m
eo

n
e,

b
u

t w
h

o
m

?

O
n
e d

ism
al aftern

o
o
n
 h

e p
aced

 a h
o
tel lo

b
b
y
 w

o
n
d
erin

g

h
o
w

 h
is b

ill w
as to

 b
e p

aid
.  A

t o
n
e en

d
 o

f th
e ro

o
m

 sto
o
d

a g
lass co

v
ered

 d
irecto

ry
 o

f lo
cal ch

u
rch

es.  D
o

w
n

 th
e

lo
b

b
y

 a d
o

o
r o

p
en

ed
 in

to
 an

 attractiv
e b

ar.  H
e co

u
ld

 see

th
e g

ay
 cro

w
d
 in

sid
e.  In

 th
ere h

e w
o
u
ld

 fin
d
 co

m
p
an

io
n
-

sh
ip

 an
d

 release.  U
n

less h
e to

o
k

 so
m

e d
rin

k
s, h

e m
ig

h
t

n
o
t h

av
e th

e co
u
rag

e to
 scrap

e an
 acq

u
ain

tan
ce an

d
 w

o
u
ld

h
av

e a lo
n
ely

 w
eek

-en
d
.

O
f co

u
rse h

e co
u

ld
n

’t d
rin

k
, b

u
t w

h
y

 n
o

t sit h
o

p
efu

lly

at a tab
le, a b

o
ttle o

f g
in

g
er ale b

efo
re h

im
?  A

fter all, h
ad

h
e n

o
t b

een
 so

b
er six

 m
o

n
th

s n
o

w
?  P

erh
ap

s h
e co

u
ld

h
an

d
le, say, th

ree d
rin

k
s—

n
o

 m
o

re!  F
ear g

rip
p

ed
 h

im
.

H
e w

as o
n
 th

in
 ice.  A

g
ain

 it w
as th

e o
ld

, in
sid

io
u
s in

san
-

ity
—

th
at first d

rin
k

.  W
ith

 a sh
iv

er, h
e tu

rn
ed

 aw
ay

 an
d

w
alk

ed
 d

o
w

n
 th

e lo
b

b
y

 to
 th

e ch
u

rch
 d

irecto
ry.  M

u
sic

an
d

 g
ay

 ch
atter still flo

ated
 to

 h
im

 fro
m

 th
e b

ar.

B
u

t w
h

at ab
o

u
t h

is resp
o

n
sib

ilities—
h

is fam
ily

 an
d

th
e m

en
 w

h
o

 w
o

u
ld

 d
ie b

ecau
se th

ey
 w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t k

n
o

w

h
o

w
 to

 g
et w

ell, ah
—

y
es, th

o
se o

th
er alco

h
o

lics?  T
h

ere

m
u

st b
e
 m

a
n

y
 su

c
h

 in
 th

is to
w

n
.  H

e
 w

o
u

ld
 p

h
o

n
e
 a

c
le

rg
y

m
a
n

.  H
is sa

n
ity

 re
tu

rn
e
d

 a
n

d
 h

e
 th

a
n

k
e
d
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G
o

d
.  S

electin
g

 a ch
u

rch
 at ran

d
o

m
 fro

m
 th

e d
irecto

ry,

h
e step

p
ed

 in
to

 a b
o

o
th

 an
d

 lifted
 th

e receiv
er.

H
is call to

 th
e clerg

y
m

an
 led

 h
im

 p
resen

tly
 to

 a certain

resid
en

t o
f th

e to
w

n
, w

h
o

, th
o

u
g

h
 fo

rm
erly

 ab
le an

d

resp
ected

, w
as th

en
 n

earin
g

 th
e n

ad
ir o

f alco
h

o
lic d

e-

sp
air.  It w

as th
e u

su
al situ

atio
n

: h
o

m
e in

 jeo
p

ard
y, w

ife

ill, ch
ild

ren
 d

istracted
, b

ills in
 arrears an

d
 stan

d
in

g
 d

am
-

ag
ed

.  H
e h

ad
 a d

esp
erate d

esire to
 sto

p
, b

u
t saw

 n
o

w
ay

 o
u

t, fo
r h

e h
ad

 earn
estly

 tried
 m

an
y

 av
en

u
es o

f

escap
e.  P

ain
fu

lly
 aw

are o
f b

ein
g

 so
m

eh
o

w
 ab

n
o

rm
al,

th
e m

an
 d

id
 n

o
t fu

lly
 realize w

h
at it m

ean
t to

 b
e alco

-

h
o
lic .*

W
h
en

 o
u
r frien

d
 related

 h
is ex

p
erien

ce, th
e m

an
 ag

reed

th
at n

o
 am

o
u

n
t o

f w
ill p

o
w

er h
e m

ig
h

t m
u

ster co
u

ld

sto
p

 h
is d

rin
k

in
g

 fo
r lo

n
g

.  A
 sp

iritu
al ex

p
erien

ce, h
e

c
o

n
c
e
d

e
d

, w
a
s a

b
so

lu
te

ly
 n

e
c
e
ssa

ry, b
u

t th
e
 p

ric
e

seem
ed

 h
ig

h
 u

p
o

n
 th

e b
asis su

g
g

ested
.  H

e to
ld

 h
o

w
 h

e

liv
ed

 in
 co

n
stan

t w
o

rry
 ab

o
u

t th
o

se w
h

o
 m

ig
h

t fin
d

 o
u

t

ab
o

u
t h

is alco
h

o
lism

.  H
e h

ad
, o

f co
u

rse, th
e fam

iliar

alco
h
o
lic o

b
sessio

n
 th

at few
 k

n
ew

 o
f h

is d
rin

k
in

g
.  W

h
y,

h
e arg

u
ed

, sh
o

u
ld

 h
e lo

se th
e rem

ain
d

er o
f h

is b
u

sin
ess,

o
n

ly
 to

 b
rin

g
 still m

o
re su

fferin
g

 to
 h

is fam
ily

 b
y

 fo
o

l-

ish
ly

 ad
m

ittin
g
 h

is p
lig

h
t to

 p
eo

p
le fro

m
 w

h
o
m

 h
e m

ad
e

h
is liv

elih
o

o
d

?  H
e w

o
u

ld
 d

o
 an

y
th

in
g

, h
e said

, b
u

t th
at.

B
e
in

g
 in

trig
u

e
d

, h
o

w
e
v

e
r, h

e
 in

v
ite

d
 o

u
r frie

n
d

 to

h
is h

o
m

e
.  S

o
m

e
 tim

e
 la

te
r, a

n
d

 ju
st a

s h
e
 th

o
u

g
h

t  h
e

w
as g

ettin
g

 co
n

tro
l o

f h
is liq

u
o

r situ
atio

n
, h

e w
en

t o
n

a
 ro

a
rin

g
 b

e
n

d
e
r.  F

o
r h

im
, th

is w
a
s th

e
 sp

re
e
 th

a
t

e
n

d
e
d

 a
ll sp

re
e
s.  H

e
 sa

w
 th

a
t h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 h

a
v

e
 to

 fa
c
e

*
T

h
is refers to

 B
ill’s first v

isit w
ith

 D
r. B

o
b

.  T
h

ese m
en

 later b
ecam

e co
-fo

u
n

d
ers

o
f A

.A
. T

h
is resu

lted
 in

 A
.A

.’s first g
ro

u
p

, in
 A

k
ro

n
, O

h
io

, in
 1

9
3

5
.

A
L

C
O

H
O

L
IC

S
 A

N
O

N
Y

M
O

U
S

1
5

6

h
is p

ro
b
lem

s sq
u
arely

 th
at G

o
d
 m

ig
h
t g

iv
e h

im
 m

astery.

O
n

e
 m

o
rn

in
g

 h
e
 to

o
k

 th
e
 b

u
ll b

y
 th

e
 h

o
rn

s a
n

d
 se

t

o
u

t to
 te

ll th
o

se
 h

e
 fe

a
re

d
 w

h
a
t h

is tro
u

b
le

 h
a
d

 b
e
e
n

.

H
e
 fo

u
n

d
 h

im
se

lf su
rp

risin
g

ly
 w

e
ll re

c
e
iv

e
d

, a
n

d

le
a
rn

e
d

 th
a
t m

a
n

y
 k

n
e
w

 o
f h

is d
rin

k
in

g
.  S

te
p

p
in

g

in
to

 h
is c

a
r, h

e
 m

a
d

e
 th

e
 ro

u
n

d
s o

f p
e
o

p
le

 h
e
 h

a
d

h
u

rt.  H
e
 tre

m
b

le
d

 a
s h

e
 w

e
n

t a
b

o
u

t, fo
r th

is m
ig

h
t

m
e
a
n

 ru
in

, p
a
rtic

u
la

rly
 to

 a
 p

e
rso

n
 in

 h
is lin

e
 o

f

b
u

sin
e
ss.

A
t m

id
n

ig
h

t h
e
 c

a
m

e
 h

o
m

e
 e

x
h

a
u

ste
d

, b
u

t v
e
ry

h
a
p

p
y

.  H
e
 h

a
s n

o
t h

a
d

 a
 d

rin
k

 sin
c
e
.  A

s w
e
 sh

a
ll

see, h
e n

o
w

 m
ean

s a g
reat d

eal to
 h

is co
m

m
u

n
ity, a

n
d

th
e
 m

a
jo

r lia
b

ilitie
s o

f th
irty

 y
e
a
rs o

f h
a
rd

 d
rin

k
in

g

h
a
v

e
 b

e
e
n

 re
p

a
ire

d
 in

 fo
u

r.

B
u

t life
 w

a
s n

o
t e

a
sy

 fo
r th

e
 tw

o
 frie

n
d

s.  P
le

n
ty

 o
f

d
ifficu

lties p
resen

ted
 th

em
selv

es.  B
o

th
 saw

 th
at th

ey

m
u

st k
e
e
p

 sp
iritu

a
lly

 a
c
tiv

e
.  O

n
e
 d

a
y

 th
e
y

 c
a
lle

d
 u

p

th
e
 h

e
a
d

 n
u

rse
 o

f a
 lo

c
a
l h

o
sp

ita
l.  T

h
e
y

 e
x

p
la

in
e
d

th
eir n

eed
 an

d
 in

q
u

ired
 if sh

e h
ad

 a first class alco
h

o
lic

p
ro

sp
e
c
t.

S
h

e
 re

p
lie

d
, “

Y
e
s, w

e
’v

e
 g

o
t a

 c
o

rk
e
r.  H

e
’s ju

st

b
eaten

 u
p

 a co
u

p
le o

f n
u

rses.  G
o

es o
ff h

is h
ead

 co
m

-

p
le

te
ly

 w
h

e
n

 h
e
’s d

rin
k

in
g

.  B
u

t h
e
’s a

 g
ra

n
d

 c
h

a
p

w
h

en
 h

e’s so
b

er, th
o

u
g

h
 h

e’s b
een

 in
 h

ere eig
h

t tim
es

in
 th

e
 la

st six
 m

o
n

th
s.  U

n
d

e
rsta

n
d

 h
e
 w

a
s o

n
c
e
 a

w
e
ll-k

n
o

w
n

 la
w

y
e
r in

 to
w

n
, b

u
t ju

st n
o

w
 w

e
’v

e
 g

o
t

h
im

 stra
p

p
e
d

 d
o

w
n

 tig
h

t.”
 *

H
ere w

as a p
ro

sp
ect all rig

h
t b

u
t, b

y
 th

e d
escrip

tio
n

,

n
o

n
e to

o
 p

ro
m

isin
g

.  T
h

e u
se o

f sp
iritu

al p
rin

cip
les in

*
T

h
is refers to

 B
ill’s an

d
 D

r. B
o

b
’s first v

isit to
 A

.A
. N

u
m

b
er T

h
ree.
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 cases w
as n

o
t so

 w
ell u

n
d

ersto
o

d
 as it is n

o
w

.  B
u

t

o
n
e o

f th
e frien

d
s said

, “P
u
t h

im
 in

 a p
riv

ate ro
o
m

.  W
e’ll

b
e d

o
w

n
.”

T
w

o
 d

ay
s later, a fu

tu
re fello

w
 o

f A
lco

h
o

lics A
n

o
n

y
-

m
o
u
s stared

 g
lassily

 at th
e stran

g
ers b

esid
e h

is b
ed

.  “W
h
o

are y
o

u
 fello

w
s, an

d
 w

h
y

 th
is p

riv
ate ro

o
m

?  I w
as al-

w
ay

s in
 a w

ard
 b

efo
re.”

S
aid

 o
n

e o
f th

e v
isito

rs, “W
e’re g

iv
in

g
 y

o
u

 a treatm
en

t

fo
r alco

h
o
lism

.”

H
o
p
elessn

ess w
as w

ritten
 larg

e o
n
 th

e m
an

’s face as h
e

rep
lied

, “O
h

, b
u

t th
at’s n

o
 u

se.  N
o

th
in

g
 w

o
u

ld
 fix

 m
e.

I’m
 a g

o
n
er.  T

h
e last th

ree tim
es, I g

o
t d

ru
n
k
 o

n
 th

e w
ay

h
o

m
e fro

m
 h

ere.  I’m
 afraid

 to
 g

o
 o

u
t th

e d
o

o
r.  I can

’t

u
n
d
erstan

d
 it.”

F
o
r an

 h
o
u
r, th

e tw
o
 frien

d
s to

ld
 h

im
 ab

o
u
t th

eir d
rin

k
-

in
g

 ex
p

erien
ces.  O

v
er an

d
 o

v
er, h

e w
o

u
ld

 say
: “T

h
at’s

m
e.  T

h
at’s m

e.  I d
rin

k
 lik

e th
at.”

T
h

e m
an

 in
 th

e b
ed

 w
as to

ld
 o

f th
e acu

te p
o

iso
n

in
g

fro
m

 w
h

ich
 h

e su
ffered

, h
o

w
 it d

eterio
rates th

e b
o

d
y

 o
f

an
 alco

h
o

lic an
d

 w
arp

s h
is m

in
d

.  T
h

ere w
as m

u
ch

 talk

ab
o

u
t th

e m
en

tal state p
reced

in
g

 th
e first d

rin
k

.

“Y
es, th

at’s m
e,” said

 th
e sick

 m
an

, “th
e v

ery
 im

ag
e.

Y
o

u
 fello

w
s k

n
o

w
 y

o
u

r stu
ff all rig

h
t, b

u
t I d

o
n

’t see

w
h

at g
o

o
d

 it’ll d
o

.  Y
o

u
 fello

w
s are so

m
eb

o
d

y.  I w
as

o
n

ce, b
u

t I’m
 a n

o
b

o
d

y
 n

o
w

.  F
ro

m
 w

h
at y

o
u

 tell m
e, I

k
n

o
w

 m
o

re th
an

 ev
er I can

’t sto
p

.”  A
t th

is b
o

th
 th

e

v
isito

rs b
u
rst in

to
 a lau

g
h
.  S

aid
 th

e fu
tu

re F
ello

w
 A

n
o
n
y
-

m
o

u
s: “D

am
n

 little to
 lau

g
h

 ab
o

u
t th

at I can
 see.”

T
h
e tw

o
 frien

d
s sp

o
k
e o

f th
eir sp

iritu
al ex

p
erien

ce an
d

to
ld

 h
im

 ab
o

u
t th

e co
u

rse o
f actio

n
 th

ey
 carried

 o
u

t.

H
e in

terru
p

ted
: “I u

sed
 to

 b
e stro

n
g

 fo
r th

e ch
u

rch
,
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b
u
t th

at w
o
n
’t fix

 it.  I’v
e p

ray
ed

 to
 G

o
d
 o

n
 h

an
g
o
v
er m

o
rn

-

in
g
s an

d
 sw

o
rn

 th
at I’d

 n
ev

er to
u
ch

 an
o
th

er d
ro

p
 b

u
t b

y
 n

in
e

o
’clo

ck
 I’d

 b
e b

o
iled

 as an
 o

w
l.”

N
ex

t d
ay

 fo
u
n
d
 th

e p
ro

sp
ect m

o
re recep

tiv
e.  H

e h
ad

 b
een

th
in

k
in

g
 it o

v
er.  “M

ay
b
e y

o
u
’re rig

h
t,” h

e said
.  “G

o
d
 o

u
g
h
t

to be able to do anything.”  T
hen he added, “H

e sure didn’t do

m
u
ch

 fo
r m

e w
h
en

 I w
as try

in
g
 to

 fig
h
t th

is b
o
o
ze rack

et

alone.”

O
n
 th

e th
ird

 d
ay

 th
e law

y
er g

av
e h

is life to
 th

e care an
d

direction of his C
reator, and said he w

as perfectly w
illing to do

anything necessary.  H
is w

ife cam
e, scarcely daring to be hope-

ful, though she thought she saw
 som

ething different about her

husband already.  H
e had begun to have a spiritual experience.

T
h
at aftern

o
o
n
 h

e p
u
t o

n
 h

is clo
th

es an
d
 w

alk
ed

 fro
m

 th
e

hospital a free m
an.  H

e entered a political cam
paign, m

aking

sp
eech

es, freq
u
en

tin
g
 m

en
’s g

ath
erin

g
 p

laces o
f all so

rts, o
f-

ten
 stay

in
g
 u

p
 all n

ig
h
t.  H

e lo
st th

e race b
y
 o

n
ly

 a n
arro

w

m
arg

in
.  B

u
t h

e h
ad

 fo
u
n
d
 G

o
d
—

an
d
 in

 fin
d
in

g
 G

o
d
 h

ad

found him
self.

T
h
at w

as in
 Ju

n
e, 1

9
3
5
.  H

e n
ev

er d
ran

k
 ag

ain
.  H

e to
o
, h

as

becom
e a respected and useful m

em
ber of his com

m
unity.  H

e

h
as h

elp
ed

 o
th

er m
en

 reco
v
er, an

d
 is a p

o
w

er in
 th

e ch
u
rch

fro
m

 w
h
ich

 h
e w

as lo
n
g
 ab

sen
t.

S
o
, y

o
u
 see, th

ere w
ere th

ree alco
h
o
lics in

 th
at to

w
n
, w

h
o

n
o
w

 felt th
ey

 h
ad

 to
 g

iv
e to

 o
th

ers w
h
at th

ey
 h

ad
 fo

u
n
d
, o

r b
e

su
n
k
.  A

fter sev
eral failu

res to
 fin

d
 o

th
ers, a fo

u
rth

 tu
rn

ed
 u

p
.

H
e cam

e th
ro

u
g
h
 an

 acq
u
ain

tan
ce w

h
o
 h

ad
 h

eard
 th

e g
o
o
d

new
s.  H

e proved to be a devil-m
ay-care young fellow

 w
hose

p
aren

ts co
u
ld

 n
o
t m

ak
e o

u
t w

h
eth

er h
e w

an
ted

 to
 sto

p
 d

rin
k
-

ing or not.  T
hey w

ere deeply religious people, m
uch shocked

b
y
 th

eir so
n
’s refu

sal to
 h

av
e an

y
th

in
g
 to

 d
o
 w

ith
 th

e



1
5

9
A

 V
IS

IO
N

 F
O

R
 Y

O
U

ch
u

rch
.  H

e su
ffered

 h
o

rrib
ly

 fro
m

 h
is sp

rees, b
u

t it

seem
ed

 as if n
o

th
in

g
 co

u
ld

 b
e d

o
n

e fo
r h

im
.  H

e co
n

-

sen
ted

, h
o

w
ev

er, to
 g

o
 to

 th
e h

o
sp

ital, w
h

ere h
e o

ccu
-

p
ied

 th
e v

ery
 ro

o
m

 recen
tly

 v
acated

 b
y

 th
e law

y
er.

H
e h

ad
 th

ree v
isito

rs.  A
fter a b

it, h
e said

, “T
h

e w
ay

y
o

u
 fello

w
s p

u
t th

is sp
iritu

al stu
ff m

ak
es sen

se.  I’m

read
y

 to
 d

o
 b

u
sin

ess.  I g
u

ess th
e o

ld
 fo

lk
s w

ere rig
h

t

after all.”  S
o

 o
n

e m
o

re w
as ad

d
ed

 to
 th

e F
ello

w
sh

ip
.

A
ll th

is tim
e o

u
r frien

d
 o

f th
e h

o
tel lo

b
b
y
 in

cid
en

t re-

m
ain

ed
 in

 th
at to

w
n
.  H

e w
as th

ere th
ree m

o
n
th

s.  H
e n

o
w

retu
rn

ed
 h

o
m

e, leav
in

g
 b

eh
in

d
 h

is first acq
u
ain

tan
ce, th

e

law
y
er an

d
 th

e d
ev

il-m
ay

-care ch
ap

.  T
h
ese m

en
 h

ad
 fo

u
n
d

so
m

eth
in

g
 b

ran
d
 n

ew
 in

 life.  T
h
o
u
g
h
 th

ey
 k

n
ew

 th
ey

 m
u
st

h
elp

 o
th

er alco
h
o
lics if th

ey
 w

o
u
ld

 rem
ain

 so
b
er, th

at m
o
-

tiv
e b

ecam
e seco

n
d
ary.  It w

as tran
scen

d
ed

 b
y
 th

e h
ap

p
i-

n
ess th

ey
 fo

u
n
d
 in

 g
iv

in
g
  th

em
selv

es fo
r o

th
ers.  T

h
ey

sh
ared

 th
eir h

o
m

es, th
eir slen

d
er reso

u
rces, an

d
 g

lad
ly

 d
e-

v
o
ted

 th
eir sp

are h
o
u
rs to

 fello
w

-su
fferers.  T

h
ey

 w
ere

w
illin

g
, b

y
 d

ay
 o

r n
ig

h
t, to

 p
lace a n

ew
 m

an
 in

 th
e h

o
sp

ital

an
d
 v

isit h
im

       afterw
ard

.  T
h
ey

 g
rew

 in
 n

u
m

b
ers.  T

h
ey

ex
p
erien

ced
 a few

 d
istressin

g
 failu

res, b
u
t in

 th
o
se cases

th
ey

 m
ad

e an
 effo

rt to
 b

rin
g
 th

e m
an

’s fam
ily

 in
to

 a sp
iritu

al

w
ay

 o
f liv

in
g
, th

u
s reliev

in
g
 m

u
ch

 w
o
rry

 an
d
 su

fferin
g
.

A
 y

e
a
r a

n
d

 six
 m

o
n

th
s la

te
r th

e
se

 th
re

e
 h

a
d

 su
c
-

c
e
e
d

e
d

 w
ith

 se
v

e
n

 m
o

re
.  S

e
e
in

g
 m

u
c
h

 o
f e

a
c
h

 o
th

e
r,

sc
a
rc

e
 a

n
 e

v
e
n

in
g

 p
a
sse

d
 th

a
t so

m
e
o

n
e
’s h

o
m

e
 d

id

n
o

t sh
elter a little g

ath
erin

g
 o

f m
en

 an
d

 w
o

m
en

, h
ap

p
y

in
 th

eir release, an
d

 co
n

stan
tly

 th
in

k
in

g
 h

o
w

 th
ey

 m
ig

h
t

p
re

se
n

t th
e
ir d

isc
o

v
e
ry

 to
 so

m
e
 n

e
w

c
o

m
e
r.  In

 a
d

d
i-

tio
n

 to
 th

e
se

 c
a
su

a
l g

e
t-to

g
e
th

e
rs, it b

e
c
a
m

e
 c

u
sto

m
-

ary
 to

 set ap
art o

n
e n

ig
h

t a w
eek

 fo
r a m

eetin
g

 to
 b

e at-


