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A Distinguished Voice from Louisiana:

A Synopsis of Aaron Neville’s Life and Career

Aaron Neville is a well known vocal artist and musician.  He is a native of New Orleans, born in 1941(Wikipedia), and has been singing over 50 years.  He is blessed with a very distinctive, angelic voice.  Neville, a tenor, began his career singing in his hometown, playing in a variety of bands with his now-famous brothers, Art, Charles, and Cyril known as the group, The Neville Brothers (Wikipedia).  His best-known solo hit single, “Tell It Like It Is,” went to number one on the R&B chart and generated millions of dollars in sales (Leavy 122).  According to the December 1991 issue of Ebony magazine, he was never paid any royalties for the song, as the recording company and distributor claimed bankruptcy.  Becoming frustrated and disappointed, he experimented with drugs and served six months in the New Orleans Parish Prison for car theft.  Over the next few years he struggled to support his family working various odd jobs such as digging ditches, painting houses, working on the docks, driving a truck to deliver cigarettes and candy (Leavy 122).  

Things began to change for him in the mid-70s when the brothers re-formed their band.  They became very well-known regionally, primarily because their style of music was more a mixture of rock, blues, reggae, gospel and doo-wop.  Radio stations did not play their music often, primarily because they were uncertain of how to classify or describe their music.
In 1984, at the World’s Fair in New Orleans, Aaron met Linda Ronstadt.  In 1989, they recorded two duets, “I Don’t Know Much” and “All My Life”  which led to Grammy wins for both artists and a re-birth of his solo career and greatly assisted in reintroducing him to commercial radio.   Their collaboration coincided with increased interest in the Neville Brothers’ music.   The group has shared the stage with notables such as actor Dennis Quaid, singer Bonnie Raitt, musician Herbie Hancock, and journalist Ed Bradley to name a few (Leavy 124).


The most inspiring thing about Aaron Neville is the level of success he has attained despite the challenges and struggles in his life.  His determination is unconquerable, driving him forward and it continues to push him today.  He maintains a yearly continent to continent tour schedule.  He also writes poetry and has a book called “Aaron Neville Inspirations” (Price 71).

According to Billboard magazine, he remarried in December 2010, a photographer named Sarah.  They met a photo shoot for the Neville Brothers in 2008.  

Wikipedia notes that his home was destroyed because of Hurricane Katrina.  He had relocated his family to Tennessee just prior, but later returned to Louisiana, relocating to Covington, a small city just outside of New Orleans (Price 71).  His wife, Joel, passed of lung cancer just 5 days of shy of their 50th wedding anniversary.
During his career, Neville has collaborated with many artists, appeared in various television shows, movies, and sporting events in addition to hundreds of live performances.  He is an inductee into The Louisiana Music Hall of Fame in Baton Rouge and the Delta Music Museum Hall of Fame, which is located in Ferriday, Louisiana.  Aaron Neville is a proud Louisiana Son.
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