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New Orleans Saints History


On September 17th 1967, the Saints played their first ever regular season game in front of 80,879 fans at Tulane Stadium. The opening kickoff was run back for a touchdown by a rookie Running Back named John Gilliam. Even though they got out to a good start, the Saints would lose the game to the Los Angeles Rams 27-13. The Saints did not win their first game until November 5th when they beat the Philadelphia Eagles, 31-24. The Saints ended their first season with a terrible record of 3-11.

Two years later in the 1969 season, Saints’ receiver Danny Abramowicz won NFL receiving awards with 73 catches for 1,015 yards and seven Touchdowns to lead the team to their best record yet of 5-9.  The 1971 season had the Saints hoping to build a solid foundation behind their new star Archie Manning.  The Saints selected Manning with the second overall draft pick from Ole Miss.  In Manning's first game on September 19th, the Saints beat the Los Angeles Rams 24-20 at Tulane Stadium.  Archie ran for a one yard Touchdown on the final play of the game  after he completed 16-of-29 passes for 218 yards and one Touchdown. The Saints would finish the season with a 4-8-2 record.

The 1978 season would show Archie Manning’s true skill.  He put together a fine  season earning The Sporting News NFC Player of the Year as the Saints hung around the .500 mark all season before finishing with a franchise best 7-9 mark. After 2 seasons of playing strong football, the 1980 season would bring shame to the Saints organization.  The Saints did not win their first game until the next to last game of the season finishing with a franchise worst record of 1-15. During the season, Saints fans showed up to the Superdome wearing paper bags over the heads.  In addition to this, some fans held signs referring to the team as the “Aints”.

The 1983 season brought the Saints closer to a playoff berth than ever before.  With an 8-7 record going into the final game of the season at the Superdome against the Los Angeles Rams, the Saints had a chance to finish with their first winning season and earn a playoff berth.  With superbowl hopes on the line, Rams kicker Mike Lansford kicked a 42-yard Field Goal with 6 seconds left on the clock to defeat the Saints 26-24, and advance to the playoffs.  The Saints then put together 3 consecutive winning seasons from 1987-89, which still left the team falling short of a playoff berth.  Fans were very disappointed.

The Saints celebrated their 25th Anniversary during the 1991 season.  Known mostly for failure, the Saints got off to an incredible 7-0 start.  Prior to this, the Saints had never started better then 1-0 before their first loss.  Just when the team was thought to be winners, they would go on to lose 5 of their next 7 games.  The team was able to win their final 2 games and finish with an 11-5 record, and win their first ever Division Title. In the Wild Card round, the Saints were matched up against their division rival Atlanta Falcons. The Saints maintained an early lead until eventually being stunned 27-20 in the Superdome.  The season would end as another failed season.

In 1997, the Saints hired Mike Ditka as the new head coach in hopes of turning the franchise around.  Ditka had already led the Bears to a victory in Super Bowl XX played at the Superdome. However, despite the new coach, the team could only put up a 6-10 record.  The organization seemed to keep a losing team.  In 2002, Deuce McAllister was one of the best Running Backs in the NFC as the Saints got off to a strong start.  They would win six of their first seven games. It wouldn’t be long before QB Aaron Brooks  encountered multiple injuries and the Saints would begin to struggle.  They dropped from first place in the newly formed NFC South.  The team would then lose three of their next four games.  After beating the Baltimore Ravens 2 weeks later, the Saints were sitting on a 9-4 record and were a win away from the playoffs.  As usual, the Saints would not win another game losing three straight games to last place teams and missing the playoffs once again.


In 2005, Hurricane Katrina destroyed much of New Orleans and forced the Saints to find somewhere else to play their season.  Despite working out deals to play games in San Antonio's Alamodome, and Tiger Stadium on the campus of LSU in Baton Rouge, the NFL made the Saints play their home opener in a Monday Night Charity Game to raise money for victims of the storm. However, the team would have to play a "home game" against the New York Giants in the New Jersey Meadowlands. Saints players were not happy and  they lost 27-10. The following week the Saints lost another game on the road to the Minnesota Vikings 33-16. Finally getting a real home game in the Alamodome, the Saints improved to 2-2 with a 19-7 win over the Buffalo Bills.  Deuce McAllister rushed for 130 yards. The Saints would losr McAllister the following week to a season ending knee injury. The team would fall apart the rest of the way, as they would win just one more game finishing with an awful 3-13 record. On October 30th the Saints returned to Louisiana to face the Miami Dolphins in Baton Rouge. Following the season the Saints renovated the team by firing Coach Jim Haslett and releasing Quarterback Aaron Brooks. Haslett was replaced by Sean Payton, who signed free agent Quarterback Drew Brees away from the San Diego Chargers. The Saints then got lucky in the draft by picking up Heisman Winner Reggie Bush.


Four years after the city was devastated by Hurricane Katrina, the Saints were playing in the Super Bowl in Miami. Their opponents were the Indianapolis Colts, led by Peyton Manning, the son of legendary Saints QB Archie Manning.  Early on it was all Colts, as they jumped out to a 10-0 lead in the 1st Quarter. The Saints fought their way back with two Garrett Hartley field goals in the 2nd Quarter. Losing 10-6 at halftime, Coach Sean Payton decided to try an on-side kick hoping to change the game's momentum. The ball was recovered by Chris Reis after an excellent kick. The Saints capitalized on the opportunity after Pierre Thomas made a 16 yard TD catch from Drew Brees. The Colts quickly answered back with a Touchdown by Joseph Addai. After a Garrett Hartley made a 47 yard Field Goal, the Saints entered the 4th Quarter trailing 17-16. Drew Brees would then connect with Jeremy Shockey on a two yard pass in the endzone. Brees then extended the lead to 24-17 as Lance Moore caught a two point conversion. Tracy Porter sealed the victory for the Saints, picking off Manning’s throw and returning the ball 74 yards for Touchdown to send New Orleans into its biggest party ever. The Saints who were once known as the “Aints” were now Super Bowl Champions. Drew Brees received MVP with 288 passing yards, two touchdowns and a 114.5 QB rating.  The Saints returned to New Orleans, who was already in the middle of Mardi Gras, and received the biggest adoration they had experienced yet.
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