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Grace Episcopal Church


Grace Episcopal Church is located in Monroe, Louisiana. The beautiful church was found by Chaplin S. Hedges in September of 1847. Hedges actually began his career as a principal of the Ouachita Female Academy before becoming the first Episcopal Priest in Monroe, Louisiana. After being the Priest for about three years, Reverend Roderick H. Ranney succeeded him. Ranney was also involved with the Female Academy like Hedges was for the eighteen months he served in the community. After only being with Grace Church for nearly two years, he resigned. Soon later the right Reverend came along named Leonidas K. Polk, who was a Bishop of Louisiana. Found in his diary he stated, “after a perilous journey, from the swollen conditions of the streams, several of which I had to swim, I reached (Monroe), having traveled by boat and 50 miles by open wagon” (Dawley, 1959).


In 1852, Monroe only had 435 citizens living in there town. Since the population was very small, there were not enough communicants for just one denomination. Instead, Episcopalians, Baptists, Presbyterians, and Methodists all came together as a community and decided to take turns each Sunday to hold there own particular service one time each month. Before the denomination lines became strict, most citizens of Monroe just went to whichever service was being held that Sunday.  After the resignation of Roderick H. Ranney, it was very hard for Grace Church to keep a priest. They remained without a priest until March of 1855. Then Reverend Thomas Lawson, from Bastrop, became the priest and held services, weddings, and funerals during this time and during the Civil War. Many believe that Reverend Lawson could have been the only Episcopal priest in northern Louisiana. 


The Convention that was held in 1854 listed Grace Church as a organized congregation, but they were “not in union with the diocese”. There were many problems throughout the years between 1854 to 1865 whether it was or was not diocese in union with the Episcopal Church in the United States. The General Convention kept going back and forth for longer than ten years about it. Finally in 1866, represented by W. J. Q. Baker, it was declared that it was in union with the American Episcopal Church so it could continue associating with the other common dioceses. 


The following year after the pass of becoming into the union, Reverend Lawson began to increase the services from once a month to twice a month. He also started to make plans to start construction for an elaborate church. Reverend Lawson raised five thousand dollars and purchased lots for the building site of the church. Soon other members started to help raise money so they could reach there goal for the church edifice. It was even recognized in the Monroe newspaper how hard everyone was working to try and get the church built. Then on March 29, 1871, the church started being built. But before the church was finished being built, Reverend Lawson resigned the end of that year.


In 1872, the church was able to hold services inside the new building who then was in charge by Reverend John Henry Meddell. From lack of money they had to wait and build the pews, but still ended up becoming one of the most beautiful churches in Louisiana. The Monroe newspapers even started to list the services for the Grace Episcopal Church every Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. 
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