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St. Patrick’s Church in New Orleans


St. Patrick’s Church is a Catholic church and parish located in the Archdioceses of New Orleans. In the early nineteenth century, Catholic Irish immigrants began settling in the newly formed commercial district of Faubourg St. Mary in the New Orleans. During this time, Catholicism in the area was dominated by French speaking Creoles making it difficult for the English speaking Irish to understand the priest’s sermons in church.  “Bishop Antoine Blanc encouraged the building of a small wooden church on Camp Street for Irish Catholic worship” (Schneider).  After the construction was completed the church was overflowing with people every Sunday mass. 


The Irish wanted their church to rival the beauty and elegance of the French Cathedrals, thus they began the construction of a new church. “Irish Catholics hired noted architects James and Charles Dakin to design it. Construction had begun around the existing wooden church by dismantling it and rebuilding it on the same grounds. Because of the swampy area, construction problems arose as the foundation became defective. The church officials decided to hire James Gallier, an Irish architect, to complete the building” (Schneider). He removed the old foundation and replaced it with a new one without tearing down the walls. On February 23, 1840, the first Mass in the new church was held.  Gallier also became a supporter of the church. He bought pew twenty-seven on the center aisle.


The Architectural style of St. Patrick’s church is Gothic Revival. The exterior is fairly simple compared to the highly ornate interior.  “The bell tower is one hundred and eighty feet high, the vestibule is forty feet, and the nave is eighty five feet “(Hopkins). “Slender columns support the fan vaulting of the ceiling, which is particularly elaborate above the altar, incorporating sixteen stained glass windows in a half-dome("Wikipedia").


 “In 1841 a young French artist named Leon Pomarede was hired to paint three large murals behind the main alter. The three large paintings depict, from left to right: St Patrick baptizing the princess daughters of Ireland’s King Laoghaire, the Transfiguration of Jesus, and Jesus Christ pulling Saint Peter from the sea”( Hopkins).


Even after construction, the church was afflicted by financial burdens. Despite the problems, “St. Patrick’s Cathedral became the Pro cathedral in 1850, while the St. Louis Cathedral was being rebuilt. On April 16, 1851, Antoine Blanc received his pallium to become the first Archbishop of New Orleans” (Schneider).The church was severely damaged by New Orleans Hurricane of 1915 and Hurricane Betsy in 1965. In 1975, the church was declared by the Department of Interior as a National Historic Landmark.


More than a century later, the church’s 11th pastor, Monsignor John P. Reynolds would inspire a total restoration. “It would be completed under the direction of the noted architect and parishioner, Samuel Wilson, Jr” (Schneider). Now a sophisticated lightning system highlights the vaulted ceilings and arches inside the cathedral.  The cypress pews, the carved wooden pulpit, and the three large murals behind the main alter were completely restored. St. Patrick’s church is located on 724 Camp Street, New Orleans, Louisiana.  Keeping with Roman tradition, one mass every Sunday is sung in Latin.
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