Jones’ Rules of Research
1. First, have a question.

2. If it doesn’t work, try plugging it in.

3. Look at your data.

4. When presenting your work, have a point.

5. Cite references – Nobody cares what your opinion is.

6. Prepare questions before you go to the literature.  You will never find what you are looking for unless you know what you are looking for.

7. Before you take data, make sure something is happening.
8. Do not try to curve fit a goat into a camel.

9. Use your brain.  It is the most valuable piece of equipment you will ever have.

Jones’ Axioms of Research

1. The most interesting part of your work will never be directly related to the question you set out to answer.

2. If you discover a new phenomenon, it will be immediately criticized on the grounds that (a) it is physically impossible and (b) it was already demonstrated definitively 100 years ago.

3. If a curve fit of your data looks wrong, it is wrong.

4. A mathematical model is useful only to the extent that it is useful.

5. Regardless of the cost of your equipment, you will still need to hold something together with duct tape.
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