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Research Experience for Undergraduates

Pre-Program Questionnaire

Name:________________________________________  
Please briefly answer each of the following questions.  Don’t worry about using whole sentences; lists or phrases will do just fine.

1. What is your primary goal as you began the summer REU program?  
2. On a scale of 1- 5, where 1 indicates little or no knowledge and 5 indicates very knowledgeable, rate your current level of knowledge of what a researcher is and does.  
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3. On a scale of 1-5, where 1 indicates little or no confidence and 5 indicates very confident, select the number that best represents your current level of confidence in your ability to design and conduct a significant research project. 
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4. What do you consider to be your primary educational goal after the bachelor’s degree?
5. What is your primary career goal?

6. List 4 -5 skills or abilities that you think are critical to being an effective researcher.  Select the one you think is most important and briefly explain why you chose it.

7. List what you think are the major components/elements of an effective research project.  Choose the one that you think is the most crucial and briefly explain why you chose it.

8. For each of the following software products, rate yourself on a scale from 1 – 5, as follows:
1 – I have never used this software

2 – I have used the software, but am not comfortable with it
3 – I am comfortable with the software
4 – I am an advanced user of the software

5 – I know how to do almost everything that the software is capable of doing

____ Microsoft Word   ____Excel  _____ Powerpoint

Comment:
9. On a scale of 1 – 5 where 1 = have no knowledge of and 5 = can use effectively to analyze data, circle the number that best represents your current ability to use statistics to analyze data.
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Comment:
10. To what extent do you expect to be of help to your mentor's research program?  (Circle the most appropriate answer).

a. Extremely

b. Somewhat

c. None at all
d. I may set the program back about a year

Explain why you choose the above answer.

11. What do you think will be the most useful aspect of the program to you and why do you think so? 
12. What do you expect will be your most important contribution to your mentor’s research?
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