REU Lecture 4
1. Research proposals
a. Exercise: Write a brief letter to a friend asking him/her to send you $100.

b. Discussion: What were the elements of your letter?

2. Reports
3. Tips on scientific writing
Homework:

Download and read:

Checklist for Writing
Checklist for Graphs
Checklist for References
Download “complicated document” and “elements of that document” and re-generate the “complicated document.”  Report any problems that you have.
Wk 4/Monday: Students will be introduced to the elements of professional report writing, including format for a research proposal (download doc),  format of a professional report (download doc), writing tips (download doc) (Powerpoint Presentation), patent structure, and word processing software.   They will be provided with a complicated document (download doc), along with the elements of that document, and asked to duplicate it with the word processing software.  They will also be provided a checklist (download doc) that can be used to check for common errors in their writing.

Wk 4/Wednesday: Group discussion of writing issues.   Students will be given an example of a “Notice of Invention” and asked to generate one based on their project.  Students will supply samples of their own writing to be critiqued by one another.  Students will be provided the web site for the US patent office and asked to find patents related to their work.  They will be asked to provide an outline of their final project report by the following Monday.

