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You must perform the following functions before you turn in any reports.  These actions are easy to do and can immensely improve the professional character of your report.  Please check off the following and turn this form in with your report.  Reports will not be accepted for grading until you have undergone these checks and may be considered as “late” if they must be returned to you for lack of your attention to these details.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

I eliminated the gray background.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

I did not used the “smoothed curve” option.  If there is no theoretical curve and no appropriate curve fit, I’ve connected the symbols with straight lines.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

I represented collected data with symbols, and theoretical curves with lines.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

I used line modes, line thicknesses or symbols to distinguish data sets, not colors.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

I eliminated gridlines from my plots.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

I made the numbers on the x and y axes large enough to read.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I made the scales on the x and y axes follow the 1, 2, 5 rule.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

I labeled the x and y axes clearly with the information they represent and the correct units of that data (e.g. Frequency (Hz) or Pressure (dynes/cm2)).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

I eliminated unnecessary borders (refer to Figures 1 and 2), including:
a. The border around the legend (labeled “1” in Figure 1).
b. The border around the plotting area (labeled “2” in Figure 1).
c. The border around the complete plot (labeled “3” in Figure 1).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

I placed the legend on the plot area at a location where it does not cover any of the data.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

I made the legend for each curve descriptive of the curve (e.g. “cell growth with fibrinogen”, “cell growth without fibrinogen”, not “first data set”, “second data set”, and certainly not “series 1; series 2”).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Where applicable, the legends appear in an order that follows the position of the curve on the plot (i.e., upper curve matches the topmost legend).
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 FORMCHECKBOX 

Where applicable, I have included bars representing standard deviation or standard error of my collected data.






Figure 2: Plot without unnecessary borders.





Figure 1: Plot with unnecessary borders.
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